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Wen a minister of the gospel is sum- 
moned from his sphere of useful labour 
in the vineyard of Christ to the presence 
of his divine Master, various thoughts, 
conflicting in nature and different in 
tendency, may be awakened, and may 
crowd around those amongst whom he 
had faithfully, earnestly, and affection- 
ately dispensed the great truths of 
Christianity. We could imagine a group 
here remarking, “‘ The instrument of our 
conversion to God, introduction into 
his church, and building up on our most 
holy faith, is no more. How untiring 
were his endeavours in promoting our 
spiritual welfare, and exciting us to ac- 
tivity and usefulness! How liberally he 
sowed, and we as abundantly reaped: 
and our fervent prayer is, that he who 
so sowed, and they who so reaped, may 
rejoice together!” Another group there 
may be conceived to remark, ‘ That 
man of God has been called away, and 
is gone to his account. To us, who at- 
tended his honest and searching, yet 
encouraging ministry, but refused to 
yield to the message from God sent us 
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through his medium, his departure is a 
solemn admonition. We cannot forget 
the cold indifference with which we 
treated his heart-melting invitations, 
soul-stirring appeals, and unwearied 
toil, to win us to Christ in the obedience 
of faith. Having so neglected the coun- 
sel of God urged on our attention by 
him, how can we expect to meet him 
with comfort in the day of final audit 
and eternal doom! Will not our once 
devotedjfriend and faithful monitor be 
then a swift witness against us?” A 
third party, widely sundered from both 
the former in feeling and practice, may 
secretly rejoice, saying, “The reprover 
of our vices and disturber of our mental 


quiet, is taken out of our way. He 


never prophesied good concerning us, 
but evil.” : > 

Peradventure some such reflections 
may prevail in the neighbourhood where 
our late excellent friend so efficiently | 
preached the gospel. Numbers, whilst 
they deeply regret the loss of his labours 
amongst them, bless God that he ever 
was directed to their locality, and made 
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the instrument of their recovery and sal- 
vation. Would that all who heard him, 
or had opportunity to do so, may finally 


mect him to their joy; none to their 


grief. 
Mr. John Jones was a native of Aber- 
gayenny. On his paternal side he was 


nearly related to the first Mrs. Isaiah 


Birt, of Devonport, and the late Mrs. 
Tanner of Shirwel] House, Plymouth, 
his father, Mr. Theophilus Jones, being 
their brother, Mr, T. Jones had been 
dead several years before the writer be- 
came a resident of the town; but Mrs. 
Jones was living, and was a highly re- 
spectable and respected member of the 
independent church in the place. Young 
Jones |was apprenticed to the iron- 
mongery trade, and till about the year 
1806 or 1807, it is presumed, was like 
most other youths, regardless of the 
things which belonged to his peace. In 
the winter of the same year, the Rev, 
W. Harries of Stroud, in Gloucester- 
shire, resigning his pastorate there, be- 
came minister of the independent church 
in Abergavenny, and, during several 
months prior to the removal of bis family, 
he boarded with Mrs. Jones. At or 
about this time, it is supposed, our late 


friend became awakened to a sense of 


his state, and joined the society of which 
his mother was a valuable member, and 
to which many of his near relatives were 


strongly attached, In the beginning of 


January, 1807, the writer was invited to 
undertake the tuition and superintend- 
ence of the baptist theological institu- 


tion then commenced, and for thirty 


years subsequently known, as the Aber- 
gavenny Academy. This event led to 
the formation of an English baptist 
church in the town on the 19th of April 


the same year; when, for the first time, 
two candidates were, on a profession of 
faith in Christ, immersed in a branch of 


the adjacent river Usk, and when throngs 
went out for to see. 


_ This novel circumstance madea con- 


siderable impression, and our infant- 
sprinkling brethren evidently became 
uneasy, if not somewhat alarmed. Mr. 
Jones, with his worthy parent, was then 
in solemn league and covenant with in- 
fant sprinkling, and we doubt not was, in 
common with his brethren, exceedingly 
zealous for that practice. The pastor, 
Mr. Harries, as soon as the water began 
to be moved, was much stirred, buckled 
on the armour, and gave public notice 
that on a given day and hour he would 
preach a sermon on what he called in- 
fant baptism, but what we, thinking that 
every practice should be described by 
language true and appropriate, style, 
infant sprinkling or pouring. As the 
good man, it seems wittingly for our 
common benefit, fixed a time for his de- 
monstration that did not clash with 
that of our public worship, many of us 
went to hear the discourse. Probably 
some of his worthy coadjutors imagined 
that the achievement would be so over- 
whelming in argument and scripture 
truth, that by it the little baptist interest 
then struggling into birth would be for 
ever submerged! But, strange as it 
may appear, it experienced no damage 
whatever. Nay, but the contrary hap- 
pened to be the result. For the conse- 
quence was, that the before unthinking 
were led to reflect, the dim-sighted to 
clearly see, and the wavering to decide, 
It seldom, if ever, fails to serve the 


| cause of truth,—the cause of immersion 


administered to belieyers,—when our 
good brethren begin to preach up infant 
sprinkling. It was wisely said on this 
subject by the late excellent Mr. Lowell 
of Bristol, “ Silence is our fort!” Such 
policy might have been serviceable to 
the same cause here, thirty-seven years 
ago. But our friends thought differ- 
ently, and the effect was, that several 
of their brethren became determined to 
be buried with Christ in baptism. 


| Amongst them was the subject of this 


obituary, who, in company with three 


posse 
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more of his previously infant-sprinkling 
associates, was, on the 12th day of June, 
1808, immersed by the writer, and the 
same day received into the communion 
of the church. But not before, it should 
be observed, being offered to be bap- 
tized, and continue their fellowship with 
the independent church. 

This event was the commencement of 
a sentimental revolution here, in the an- 
tecedently tranquil empire of infant- 
sprinkling. Even Mrs. Jones herself, 
Mr. Jones’s mother, her elder daughter, 
and her maid-servant,—her whole house- 
hold with the exception of her younger 
daughter, about twelve years of age or 
more,—at length became deeply tainted. 
With this one exception, not occasioned 
by inadequate age, the writer had the 
pleasure of baptizing Lydia, for that 
was Mrs. Jones’s name, and her house- 
hold. Here, then, it is in evidence, that 
a Lydia and her household may be bap- 
tized, and yet no unconscious infant 
being in the family. “And who dares 
affirm, that the Thyatirian Lydia and 
her household were otherwise circum- 
stanced P 

Our impression is, that Mr. Jones, be- 
fore he united himself to the baptist 
church in Abergavenny, had occasion- 
ally preached the word in some villages 
or country places in*the neighbourhood. 
But as soon as he had joined the church, 
he was invited to exercise his gifts with 
a view to his engaging in the ministry ; 
and, satisfied that he was endowed with 
gifts for usefulness in the work of the 
Lord, he was regularly called out to 
employ himself in that service, and was 
in due time recommended to the Bristol 
Academy, then under the presidential 
management of the venerable Dr. Ry- 
land.’ 

Having passed through the allotted 
course of study in that seminary, he 
went forth and dispensed the gospel of 
Christ in various places before he settled 
as a pastor. For some time he preached 
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at Torbay in Devonshire. Afterwards 
he supplied the baptist church at Chel- 
tenham, and the writer has been in- 
fopomed that he was on the point of 
settling there as the successor of the 
Rey. H. Williams. Providence, how- 
ever, directed his course to the town of 
Sheffield in Yorkshire, where he became 
pastor of the baptist church in that 
place. There he was much approved, 
highly respected, and very comfortable. 
But, unfortunately, the interest at Shef- 
field lying beneath the weight of a pon- 
derous debt, and he having an aversion 
to what is usually but humiliatingly 
termed begging, resolved to abandon 
that field of labour: still, not till he 
had collected considerable sums towards 
the liquidation of the debt on the chapel. 
At that time the baptist church at Wat- 
ford, in Hertfordshire, was without a 
minister ; and, learning that Mr. Jones 
was about leaving Sheffield, he was in- 
vited to supply that congregation, with 
a view to a pastoral settlement over the 
church. When, to this effect, negotia- 
tions were pending betwixt the parties, 
the writer happened to be in London, 
and spent asabbath at Watford, when the 
late excellent Mr. J. J. Smith consulted 


| him respecting Mr. Jones, and when a 


convenient opportunity was afforded to 
encourage the views of both him and 
the church, 

This incident transpired in the spring 
of 1820, and, at no great distance of 
time after, our late brother removed to 
Watford. One of his esteemed nephews 
thus writes: “At Watford he formed 


Sen 
many friendships which lasted through~ 


life, particularly with Mr. Smith of 
Hamper Mills, and his family. With — 
Mr. Smith he continued to correspond — 
to the time of his decease. But after 
Mr. Jones’s settlement at Watford, he 
became acquainted with his first wife; 
Miss Talbot, and about the time of his 
marriage with that lady, he resigned his 
stated ministry there; and when she 
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died, which event occurred about a 
twelvemonth after, he went for change 
of scene to the rural village of Lydney 
in Gloucestershire, and to pay a visit to 
his brother-in-law, the late Mr.” John 
Trotter, and his own still surviving sis- 
ter, Mrs. William Trotter. Mr, J. Trot- 
ter, native of Coleford, and who had 
been at an early period received a mem- 
ber_into the baptist church in that town, 
had recently gone to reside at Lydney, 
and was at the time Mr. Jones arrived 
there, zealously labouring to originate a 
baptist interest in that locality, by hold- 
ing sabbath and week day meetings in 
a private room, by reading sermons him- 
self, and also by procuring all the assist- 
ance which neighbouring ministers could 
afford him. The visit of Mr. Jones to 
Lydney at such a crisis, and under such 
circumstances, appeared somewhat pro- 
vidential; and the sequel, as it respected 
both Lydney and Blakeney, another 
large village three miles distant from 
Lydney, seems to prove that it was so, 
Mr. Jones consenting to remain in the 
neighbourhood, the ground in the two 
villages became well occupied, and con- 
siderably productive of good fruit. In 
process of time, a baptist church was 
formed at Blakeney, and thither such as 
had been baptized at Lydney repaired 
for communion. 

Whilst the cause of truth was thus 
progressing,~Mr. Jones again entered 
into the married state. His second wife 
was a Miss Sheasby of Lydney, the 
daughter of T. Sheasby, Esq., of that 
place. She, with a numerous and com- 
paratively young family, survives to 
mourn over her own and her children’s 
loss. May the widow’s God and hus- 
band, and the father of the fatherless, 


be their refuge and strength! ... Mr. 


Jones, by his union with Miss Sheasby, 
having brought himself into closer con- 
nexion with Lydney and Blakeney, took 
charge of the incipient cause in both 
places, and alternated his services be- 
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tween them on Lord’s days and week- 
day evenings. God seemed eminently 
to prosper his work, especially at Blake- 
ney, so much so that it became neces- 
sary to erect a spacious and convenient 
chapel for the accommodation of the 
worshippers there, in lieu of the very 
confined and incommodious place pre- 
viously occupied by them. The meet- 
ing-house was opened in 1833; and, in 
evidence of the good achieved, the whole 
expenditure of the building was sus- 
tained and discharged by the church 
and congregation, coupled with the ge- 
nerous aid of neighbouring friends. From 
this period, his ministry on the sabbath 
became exclusively requisite for, and 
almost entirely restricted to, Blakeney. 
On week evenings, however, he preached 
at Lydney, and the members of the 
church residing there continued their 
fellowship with their brethren at Blake- 
ney, and did so until a good chapel was 
erected and a church organized at Lyd- 
ney; also, whieh church has risen, and 
still thrives, under the affectionate minis- 
try of its worthy pastor, the Rev. E. 
Elliott. 

The interest at Blakeney, realizing the 
entire services of Mr. Jones, and his un- 


wearied efforts for its success and exten- 
sion, attended with the divine co-opera- 
tion, daily acquired strength and vigour 
by a steady and pleasing increase of the 
church and congregation. This rendered 
it soon necessary to enlarge the chapel- 
room by the addition of an end gallery ; 
and this enlargement was accomplished, 
as was the erection of the meeting-house, 
by the church and its friends, without 
either incurring a debt on the place, or 
making any appeal to the public for 
pecuniary aid. And, the cause still ex- 
tending, the necessity of farther accom- 


modation by the erection of side galleries 


became apparent. But, whilst the inte- 
rest was thus cheeringly advancing, it 
seemed good in the sight of the infinitely 
wise Disposer of all things, to, at once, 
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by a-painful and melancholy visitation, 
deprive the flock of the ministerial and 
pastoral functions ,of its beloved and 
devoted shepherd. In the month of 
October, 1842, he was visited with an 
apoplectic or paralytic seizure, which 
was so severe and alarming as to render 
any prospect of future ministerial ser- 
vices problematical, if not absolutely 
hopeless, and to place even his life in 
imminent jeopardy. Yet, to the great 
joy of his family and friends, he partially 
recovered ; but not so as ever after to 
occupy his pulpit at all. Happily, 
however, his mental faculties were not 
affected or impaired by the stroke, 
though all mental exertion and excite- 
ment were necessarily guarded against 
and avoided. Thus, at once, his useful 
and successful labours in his’* Master’s 
vineyard came to an everlasting close ! 
Soon after his first attack he resigned 
his charge; and, on sabbath day, the 
18th of February last, in the fifty-third 
year of his age, a second attack of apo- 
plexy suddenly removed him from time 
to eternity. No opportunity was afford- 
ed him to express one sentiment as it 
regarded either his experience or future 
anticipations. Consciousness was in- 
stantaneously quenched, the faculty of 
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speech annihilated, and all converse with 
time and the things of time, and even 
with the nearest and dearest relatives, 
absorbed and obliterated ! 

Thus .terminated the course of this 
estimable minister of Christ. For up- 
wards of twenty years he laboured for 
God at Lydney and Blakeney, particu- 


larly the latter, and with much accept- 


ance and success., During his distressing 
and tedious affliction, he was placid and 
resigned, and seemed prepared to meet 
the solemn crisis that awaited him. He 
was naturally of a cheerful temperament, 
of a candid spirit, of a kind and an ur- 
bane disposition. He was, moreover, a 
man of great integrity of character, of 
uniform consistency, and unblemished 
conduct. His memory and worth will 
be long cherished by the church and 
congregation at Blakeney, by his nume- 
rous relatives and friends, and most ten- 
derly by his worthy partner and beloved 
offspring. His piety was sincere and 
unaffected, and his ministerial talents 
were useful and highly respectable. 
Now his race is run and conflict is over, 
let those with whom he was once closely 
connected be followers of him in his 
imitation of Christ. 
Abergavenny, May 2, 1844. 
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. A. FULLER, OF KETTERING AT MAZE 
POND, SOUTHWARK, LORD'S DAY MORNING, MAY 23, 1802. 


Sees 


“ Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” — < 
JAMES i. 4, 


We sometimes speak of the troubles 
of the present state, and are ready to 
sink under the complicated afflictions in 
our lot, but it might be useful to us to 
recollect the disparity between us and 
_ the primitive Christians. Compare your 
lot, my brethren, with that of people 


who have been harassed, persecuted 


from city to city, finding no certain 
resting place ; their lives ever in danger, 
their dearest friends at variance with 
them on account of their attachment to 
Christ, the father set against the son, and 
the son set against the father, the ten- 
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derest of natural ties almost dissolved on 
account of adherence to Christ and the 
gospel ; think of those and then ask, 
what are my afflictions? The world to 
me has been a quiet habitation in com- 
parison to that which it has been to 
them. The persecutions which hereto- 
fore raged have been in a great measure 
laid asleep, and yet we may notice that 
the apostle admonishes the Christians in 
those times to take well whatever God 
should lay upon them; to be patient, 
yea, to let patience have its perfect 
work ; instead of desponding under 
present trials, to count it all joy when 
they fell into divers temptations. 

Let me haye your attention, my 
brethren, while I attempt, first, to 
offer a few explanatory remarks upon 
the exhortation, “let patience have her 
perfect work ;” and secondly, while we 
attempt to point out the influence which 
patience, thus working, has on the Chris- 
tian character, rendering it ‘‘ perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing.” 

Let us then inquire, first, into the 
meaning of the exhortation. Every 
term that the apostle makes use of 
seems to be full of meaning, and it 
becomes us to endeavour fully to enter 
into it. Here three {or four questions 
seem to present themselves to us for 
answer, What is patience? What is the 
work of patience? What is the perfect 
work of patience ? And what is denoted 
by our letting patience have its perfect 
work ? 

What is patience? we ask. The word 
so rendered, I believe, signifies rightly 
to bear up under, as a man that carries a 
burden, or a cross if you please, and yet 
makes progress; goes on, notwithstand- 


ing the load that lies upon him. ~In | 


other words, patience is that grace in 
the exercise of which we quietly endure 


ance. Perhaps we shall form a still 
clearer and more forcible idea of it by 
contrasting it with a few things that 


bear some resemblance to it. There is a 
species of quietness which arises from 
mere fatality, or a consideration that 
things cannot be altered. This was the 
patience of the ancient heathens, and 
must be the patience of modern heathens. 
Men who have nothing better to hope 
for can draw their sources of submission 
from no higher principle. Cicero, and 
several of the great names of antiquity, 
when they lost their children, are re- 
presented as composing and quieting 
themselves from nothing but merely 
this, it cannot be altered, we must sub- 
mit to fate. But this, my brethren, is 
the patience of despair, whereas the dis- 
position here recommended is the pa- 
tience of hope. There is a great differ- 
ence between the patience which hea- 
thenism can produce, and the patience 
which the gospel can produce. 

Again, There is a sort of a quietness of 
mind arising from insensibility; and 
in any age and in any country, there are 
people who are not greatly affected with 
their trials, and who are thought to be 
very patient under them ; but the truth 
is, it is the mere effect of insensibility or 
stupidity. This is not gospel patience. 
Gospel patience does not extinguish the 
feelings, but governs them ; it supposes 
the consciousness of the soul to be most 
alive ; it comports with the tenderest 
sensibility, the most refined feelings : 
all that gospel patience aims at is to 
govern, to direct, to keep those feelings 
in submission to God. Thus it is beau- 
tifully expressed by our Saviour him- 
self: —“ in patience possess ye your 
souls.” The soul sometimes becomes 
like an ungoverned steed, but patience 
holds the reins and preserves it in awe, 
and so subjects all the feelings and 
sensibilities of the mind to a right direc- 


|tion. This js the patience of the 
present ills in hopes of future deliver-_ 


gospel. , 
But I pass on to inquire, what is the 
work of patience? It is supposed that 


patience works, for though it be a pas- 


~ 


we 
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sive grace, or its principal exercise con- 
sists in suffering rather than in acting, 
yet it is connected with activity. Hence 
the scriptures speak of a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing. It is not to lie 
under a load of ill, and make no moye- 
ment; it is to follow Christ, though 
we have a Gross to carry ; it is that kind 
of sensation which is connected with 
a perseverance in all well-doing. Pa- 


tience is not only represented as opera- 


tive, but we are informed what it is that 
it works :}—“ tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope.” If we would look 
for the work of patience, we must go 
into the house of mourning, we must go 
into the variety of difficulties and trials 
with which God afflicts the children 
of men—the children of God, there we 
shall find patience working ; we must 
enter into paths of affliction, persecu- 
tion, and the like, That tribulation 
which affords the occasion for patience 
may be distinguished into three general 
kinds :—the visitations of God, and there 
the work of patience consists in bowing 
in submission; the injurious treatment 
of men, and there patience consists in 
not rendering evil for evil, but good for 
evil; and lastly, the suspension of ex- 
pected blessings, and there patience 
consists in quietly waiting for God’s 
mercy. Here then you will find the 
work of patience: Are you visited by 
the afflicting hand of God? Does God 
afflict you in your person? Does he 
diminish you in your circumstances? 
Does he bereave you of your children or 


your dearest friends? Does he inflict | 


wound upon wound, and stroke upon 
stroke? Here let the work of patience 
appear. Imitate the example of that 
godly man who said, in the deepest of 
- his afflictions, ‘‘ The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away: blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” Are you exposed to 
injurious treatment from your fellow- 
sinners? It is possible, though you are 


%- 
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not now exposed to legal persecutions 
for the gospel’s sake, though you cannot 
be hauled to prison and have your lot in 
the damp and noisome dungeon, though 
you cannot be dragged to the stake, nor 
be called:to prove your love to Christ 
by the loss of life, yet there are many 
ways in which you may be called to 
suffer for Christ’s sake ; ungodly rela- 
tions, ungodly neighbours, ungodly con- 
nexions, may cause you to feel the 
weight of their resentment and malignity 
in many ways; and here it is your con- 
cern and mine, as Christians, that 
patience have its perfect work, to be- 
ware that we render not evil for evil, to 
beware that our spirits are not overset 
by these things, and that we yield not to 
the temptation of rendering vengeance, 
which is God’s prerogative. 

It may be that you have conceived 
a hope of some desired good, and have 
been long in-expectation of it. It may 
be that God suspends this expected 
good, holds it back from you, and, as 
the wise man saith, “hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick.” It may be 
your heart is sick with disappointed 
expectation, Here the work of faith 
and patience is necessary to preserve 
you from despondency, to keep your 
head, as it were, above water, to pre- 
serve you from hard thoughts of God. 
Such was its work or operation in the 
afflicted church, in her captivity, when 
she said, ‘‘ I will bear the indignation of 
the Lord because I have sinned against 
him, until he plead my cause and 


execute judgment forme. He will bring —— 


me forth to the light, and I shall behold” 
his righteousness. I will wait patiently 
for God’s mercy.” 
But a third question presents itself, 
what is the perfect work of patience? 


_I apprehend this term expresses the 


degree of it. It expresses that patience — 
not only be strong, but that it be habit- 
ual. I think it includes, at least, these 
two ideas, that patience be not inter- 


Here is an example. ~ 


“i 
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rupted in its work, and that it hold out 
to the end. 

Patience is often interrupted by the 
intervention, as I may say, of fits of 
despondency, seasons of discontent, 
times in which we are apt to lose 
the possession of our souls under the 
afflictive dispensations of God. Job 
was very patient to a certain degree, 
but he at length lost his patience. It 
had not its perfect work. It met with 
interruptions. We hear the same lips 
that said, “ shall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil also,” cursing the day that he was 
born, and the hour in which he was 
brought forth. Ah, that was a sad 
interruption, and affords a melancholy 
proof of the depravity of the best of 
men. Under the resentments of our 
fellow-creatures or fellow Christians, 
there is great danger lest, after having 
been very patient and very gentle, after 
having rendered much good for evil, in 
some unguarded moment, passion or 
resentment should take the place of 
Christian meekness. Yes, some who 
borne evil nobly, and have seemed 
almost to reach the goal, have yet 
experienced times in which the passion 
and resentment have ‘got the better of 
their sober judgments. Oh that patience 
might have her perfect work; that there 
might be.a uniformity ; that it may not 
merely be the case with us at certain 
periods, but that it may become habit- 
ual! And as it denotes the exercise of 
patience, uninterrupted by whatever is 
contrary to it, so it denotes a persever- 
ance to the end. Patience cannot have 
her perfect work unless it last or hold 
out to the end of our race. Oh, it is 
desirable, and there is need, to pray-for 
grace—for great grace, that we may, by 
perseverance in well-doing, go on till we 
lay hold of immortality ; that we may 
patiently endure to the end. Thus it 
was, you recollect, by the holy martyrs 
of Jesus. Their patience lasted to the 


end. With holy patience and fortitude 
they expired triumphant in the cause of 
Jesus. But why do I speak of the 
martyrs of Jesus, it were enough to look 
to the Lord Jesus himself. He was the 
most perfect pattern ; he was the most 
finished model. Behold the Lamb of 
God ; see him meek and lowly, endur- 
ing affliction; enduring at once the 
heavy hand of God, the cruel scourges 
of his most inveterate enemies, and the 
promised good still withheld; see him 
exercising patience. In him it may be 
truly said, in the completest sense, to 
have had its perfect work; in him it 
was wanting in nothing; he never 
deviated for a moment ; he never slack- 
ened in the exercise of this grace; not 
once did he complain ; not once did he 
exercise violent resentment ; not once 
did he despond ; but keeping his eye on 
the joy set before him, he endured the 
cross, despising the shame. Let us, my 
brethren, keep in view the example of 
the Lord Jesus, that we may be more 
and more conformed to his spirit. 
Patience, I would notice further, 
must have its perfect work in this world, 
for this is the only world in which it 
will have to work. There are graces 
that shall live and operate in the bright 
world above, but patience does all its 
work here; there will be no occasion 
for her in the blessed state towards 
which we are travelling; there will be 
no visitations from God to try us; no 
more shall he frown upon us; no more 
shall he prove and try us ; no more shall 
he hide his face from us; no more shall 
he chasten the beloved of his soul. 
There will be no occasion then for 
patience in the heavenly world, neither 
shall men or devils be able to put 
our patience to the proof. All injuries, 
all resentments, all persecutions, every- 
thing that might try, shall be removed 
far away. Nor will-there be a waiting 


for expected good ; no more sickness of © 
heart on account of hope deferred, for — 


THE PERFECT WORK OF PATIENCE. 


lo, the crown is in possession! Now, 
seeing patience must do all her work in 
this life, let her do her perfect work. 
Patience is a vessel, the use of which is 
to bear us over this stormy ocean, and 
when we shall arrive in this bark at the 
haven of everlasting rest, she will be of 
no further value, 

Once more, we ask what is denoted 
by the exhortation to us, “let her have 


her perfect, work?” This is a kind of 


language which intimates that we are 
exceedingly apt to make objections ; 
that we are very prone to hinder the 
Operation of patience, and this is the 
ease particularly with those who are 
unwilling to take a cross, which may 
lie before them. We are naturally studi- 
ous to avoid a cross, and indeed we are 
not called upon to choose affliction for 
affliction’s sake ; we are not called upon 
to choose the path of affliction in pre- 
ference ; we are only called upon to take 
up the cross when God lays it in our 
way. We may meet troubles or we 
may: bring troubles upon ourselves by 
our own folly; this is going out of the 
way for the cross; all that God requires 
is, that we should take it up when he 
lays it in our way; but, alas, we are 
very apt to go out of the way to miss the 
cross; to go out of the path of duty 
in order to shun troubles. Ah, here this 
exhortation looks us in the face, “ Let 
patience have her perfect work.” Do 
not, then, be so anxious to avoid trouble 
as to run into sin; the path of sin will 
surely bring a heavier cross than that 
you seek to avoid; do not dispute with 
providence; do not hold a contest in 
this matter; take those trials and bear 
them in the strength of the grace God 
shall afford you. ; 
Again, this exhortation seems vastly 
. in point when we are under any particu- 
lar trials that exercise our patience, and 
which we are very solicitous to get rid 
of. The heart not only wishes to avoid 


this and that trial, but when it comes we 
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are apt to show the spirit of Ephraim ; 

to shake it off; we cannot bear it; we 

want to get rid of the difficulty or trial ; 

much more solicitous to get rid of the 

trouble than of sin; much more desirous 
to be freed from the trial than that it 
should be sanctified, and leave a blessing 
behind it, that is the spirit of Ephraim— 
of a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. 
You may lay your account that if you 
feel thus, your trouble will be continued 
till you are tamed. It was with Ephraim 
till he said, “‘ Turn thou me, and I shall 
be turned ;” till he was more concerned 
to get rid of his sin than of his trouble. 
If God should let you have your will and 
suffer you to shake off your burden before 
it has produced the proper effect, the loss 
of it will be your heaviest curse. God 
may suffer you to get rid of a trouble, 
and yet give you that which is far worse. 
“Let him alone,” says God, ‘let him 
alone ; let him take his course; let 
him get rid of his trial; but withal 
he shall have a blast on his pros- 
perity ; he shall have a curse on his 
delights.” Oh tremble, my brethren, lest 
you should want to get rid of trials 
before they have produced their effects, 

and be more solicitous .to= 2get rid of sin 
than of trial. Alléthis s a to be im- 
have her perfect work. 

I hope the solution of these four ques- 
tions may have served to throw some 
light upon this exhortati 
what is patience, wha 
patience, what is the p: 
patience, and what it is to let it have 
its perfeet work, Z 

I proceed, secondly, to remark. its: 
influence on the Christian charaet For 


this. is. supposed, “ Let patience: have. 


her perfect worth, that ye may be per- 


fect and entire, wanting nothing.” There. 


seems to be a beautiful correspondence 


formed by the apostle between the per- 
fect work of patience and the perfect 
character of the Christian. 


Let it have 
3¢ 


be 
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its perfect work, and it will perfect 
you. I think I scarcely need remark 
that perfect here is not to be taken ab- 
solutely, but comparatively ; there is no 
absolute perfection in the present world ; 
it is rather a perfection of parts than of 
degrees. A child that has all its limbs 
is said to be a perfect child, but there is 
a perfection in degrees, for there is still 
room for its perfect growth to a perfect 
man. In heaven we shall arrive at the 
perfect stature of the man; there will 
then be a perfection of degrees. But 
there is a perfection of character, com- 
paratively speaking, in the present world ; 
and this it is which the perfect work of 
patience has a tendency to produce. 
The perfection to which I allude is a 
uniformity of character. The apostle 
himself explains what he means,-—“ en- 
tire, wanting nothing.” That is the very 
idea he wishes to hold up. Now where 
there is a want of uniformity in the 
Christian character, we cannot be said 
to be “entire, wanting nothing.” In- 
deed, there is much want in us all, but 
there is a very great deficiency in many 
characters in point of uniformity. For 


_ example, you shall often see characters 


that shall be distinguished, perhaps, by 
their natural generosity, ready on all 
occasions to come forward in works of 
mercy and generosity ; and in this point 
of view 
but they shall be wofully deficient in 
spiritual-mindedness. Ah, my friends, 
do not rest satisfied here; there is a 
want of perfection and entireness in 
your character; there is something la- 
mentably wanting; if you do not find 
time to retire into your closet, I am afraid 
there is but little of secret religion; I 
fear that the walls of your apartments 
bear witness against you, notwithstand- 
ing your amiable deportment. 

- Again, you will see another of an 
opposite description, to all appearance 
full of devotion, ready on all occasions 
to enter into what appears spiritual and 


ey are respectable characters ; | 


savoury conversation, but wretchedly 
avaricious, shut up to the feelings of 
humanity, scarcely possessed of com- 
mon compassion to fellow-creatures, or 
sympathy to fellow-christians ; full of 
pity indeed—that pity which consists 
in expressions, “ Be ye warmed and be 
ye clothed,” but not of that which costs 
any thing. Is this a perfect charac- 
ter in the apostle’s sense? Is this a 
being “perfect and entire, wanting no- 
thing? Alas, the want of compassion 
to our fellow-creatures is represented 
as rendering our devotions suspicious, 
for how dwells the love of God in that 
man who feels not love to his fellow- 
creatures. Thus you might go on and 
find a number of religious characters in 
the world who resemble the legs of the 
lame which are not equal ; there is not a 
uniformity of character. They are, per- 
haps, zealous, but it is a zeal not accord- 
ing to knowledge; or they are very 
knowing, very much employed in specu- 
lation, but without zeal ; or they are very 
faithful in telling every one of his faults, 
but have scarcely any sympathy or com- 
passion towards those that fall; or they 
are very compassionate towards those 
who are guilty of a fault, but have no 
faithfulness. Here lies the matter, to 
unite these things ; this it is which con- 
stitutes the character “ perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing.’ I think we 
may, from this, sufficiently understand 
what the apostle means by the term 
“‘ wanting nothing,” a uniformity in the 
Christian character, It remains only for 
me to add, that the perfect work of 


patience is supposed to promote this, — 
“let her have her perfect work, that ye | 


may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.” Yes; thousands could bear 
witness to the truth of this. That Chris- 
tian character that has gone through 
a series of trials; that has borne afflic- 
tions with patience; that has borne 


injuries ; that has borne up under the 
cross God has laid upon him, and grown _ 


Ae 
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in grace as he has made progress in 
life; that is a uniform character. Show 
me the most eminent character amongst 
all your acquaintance ; show me the 
most uniform character; the man who 
is the most devout and at the same 
time the most benevolent ; the man 
who is the most faithful and at the 
same time the most compassionate; the 
man who has the most zeal for Christ, 
and yet accompanied with the greatest 
degree of knowledge. Show me the 
man who has the greatest portion of 
these qualities, and you shall see a man 
who has gone through a series of trials, 
It is the perfect work of patience ; it is 
a series of trials and the exercise of 
patience under them, that fills up the 
vacancies in Christian character, and 
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hence it is that old age is represented as 
bearing some of the choicest fruits:— 
“ They shall bring forth fruit in old age.” 
Do not you know some such aged 
characters of whom, as the body bows 
under its weight of age, the soul seems 
almost to bow also under its weight 
of fruits, like a tree heavy laden, like 
a shock of corn fully ripe? They seem 
hardly fit companions for us, but rather 
to belong to the heavenly society to 
which they are going. God grant that 
this may be the object at which we aim ; 
let all our use of every means—prayer, 
reading, and so on—tend to this, This it 
is that fits us for usefulness here ; this it 
is that prepares us for the enjoyments of 
heaven. 


MESSIAH SPRINKLING THE NATIONS. 


BY DR. 


BENJAMIN DAVIES. 


‘ So shall he sprinkle many nations.”—Isaran lii. 15, 


A very singular use is often made 
of this passage by those who wish to 
prove that baptism is not immersion, 
and especially that the Eunuch was 
only sprinkled by Philip, when “ they 
went down both into the water,” Acts 
viii. 38. The curious argument pro- 
ceeds on the assumption, that the ordi- 
nance of baptism is foretold in these 
words, and that, consequently, as the 
Ethiopian officer of state had been read- 
ing this portion of Isaiah, the ceremony 
must have consisted in sprinkling. But 
how they make out that the prophet 
here has reference to baptism does not 
appear, even if we grant the correctness 
of the translation. All the eminent 


writers that approve of the common. 


version, understand sprinkling with 
blood and not with water, and consider 
the language as expressive of eapiation 


Be 


for sin by the Messiah, and consequently 
having no reference to the Christian rite. 
This interpretation certainly agrees well 
with other passages in the prophet ; but 
yet it does not suit the context, for there 
is an evident correspondence or parallel- 
ism between this and the foregoing verse. 
What is rendered sprinkling here, stands 
in antithesis to being astonished in the 
preceding member of the parallelism, 
thus: as many were astonished at thee 


(or him); so shall he sprinkle many — — 


nations,” &c. But what correspondence 
or opposition can be conceived between 


astonished and sprinkling? Manifestly — 


none. Hence we naturally suspect some 
defect in the translation, and seek a 
more appropriate meaning. And we find, . 
on examination, that another rendering 
may be adopted ; and has actually been 
adopted by the most learned modern 


> 
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translators of Isaiah. Gesenius, with 
whom also De Wette coincides almost 
word for word, gives a German transla- 
tion of the whole passage, which may be 
rendered :— 


“Just as now many are shocked at him, 
(so marred before men is his visage 
and his form before the children of men), 
so shall many nations exult on his account, 
before him kings shall shut their mouths ; 
for what was never told to them, shall they see, 


, and what they never heard, shall they perceive.” 


In this version the parallelism is plain 


ANECDOTE OF THE LATE 


Norwitustanpine all that has been 
said and written of this eminent man, 
there is some danger of posterity looking 
at him as remarkable for greatness rather 
than for Christian excellence. The recol- 
lection of his ardent piety, unaflected hu- 
mility, and unostentatious benevolence, 
is in danger of being lost in the blaze 
of his genius. Those who best knew 
him are most fully assured that his elo- 
quence was fed by constant intercourse 
with God; and those who frequently 
heard him preach were strongly impressed 
with the simplicity and fervour which. 
distinguished his pulpit labours. ~ Allow 
me to illustrate this statement by refer- 
ence to a public service, not yet to be 
found in any printed account of him. 

In the summer of 1818, a small new 
chapel was opened a few miles from 
Cambridge, where Mr. Hall was then on 
a visit. The good old pastor of the 
church had formerly been a member of 
the baptist church in the town just 
named, when Mr. Hall was its pastor ;> 


a 
and feelings of the best kind had ever’ 
been cherished between them. It was 
known that on the day appointed for the 
rs, opening services, Mr. Hall had been | 
* solicited to preach to a large and wealthy 
: 
Be the mis 
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and natural ; for exulting stands opposed 
to being shocked. This improvement of 
the’ translation cannot fail to commend 
itself to an intelligent reader of scrip- 
ture, especially if he is aware that the 
term in the original warrants the change. 

It is worthy of notice, that in the 
Septuagint, which the Eunuch was most 
probably reading, and from which the 
quotation in Acts is made, the elause is 
rendered: so shall many nations wonder 
at him. 


REV. ROBERT HALL, M.A. 


congregation on a publie occasion, and 
that his reply was, “I cannot give you 
an answer yet, sir; the chapel at 
is to be opened on that day ; and I have 
some expectation that I may be asked 
to preach. If so, my respect for its 
excellent pastor, and my hope of getting :; 
the poor people a few pounds extra, 
will certainly take me there.” He was 
solicited, promptly acceded to the re- 
quest, and delivered a sermon, the sen- 
timents and delivery of which seem, 
even at this distant period, to have been 
but just impressed on my memory. 

The reader will kindly imagine a plain 
meeting-house in a country village, 
capable of seating about three hundred 
persons, into which, however, not less 
than five hundred were crowded. It was 
a remarkable assemblage. Professors, 
clergymen, and dissenting ministers, 


might almost be counted by scores ; 


while;wealthy tradesmen and respectable 
farmers mingled with labourers in their 
frocks and old women in their red 
cloaks, The introductory devotional 
exercises being concluded, Mr. Hall rose 
to announce his text : “ Let us not sleep 


as do others; but let us watch and be 


sober,” 1 Thess. v. 6, His feebleness of 


BRIGHT ANTICIPATIONS, 


voice, and the hesitancy of delivery so 
often spoken of as disappointing stran- 
gers in the commencement of his ser- 
mons, soon disappeared ; and while the 
whole congregation were standing, the 
poor labourers with their mouths wide 
open and tears streaming down their 
cheeks, the “eloquent orator” stood 
pouring out the simplest and most 
fervent strains of holy persuasion to 
which I ever listened. With what 
clearness and force did he represent men 
as inactive to all that is good and useful, 
as dreaming of wisdom while they in- 
dulged the highest folly, and living and 
dying under the influence of mistakes ; 
with what earnestness did he remind his 
hearers that they lived in the full day of 
evangelical light and privileges,—that in 
their happiness all the holy beings in the 
universe were interested,—and that for 
them to perish would present a scene 
too awful even for angels to form an 
adequate idea of. An appeal to pro- 
fessedly Christian parents as to their 
duty to their children was so affecting 
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that the place was literally “ Bochim,” 
—a place of weeping. The preacher 
himself was so moved as to be com- 
pelled to pause and spend a few mo- 
ments in composing his agitated feelings. 
Having done this, he advanced in his 
own peculiar manner to the front of the 
pulpit, and with a countenance every 
feature of which spoke, he said, “‘ My 
brethren, I make no apology for weeping ; 
that creature must be more or less than a 
man who can think orspeak of these things 
without: emotions too strong for either 


words or tears to convey to others.’— 


It was a hallowed scene—a sublime 
spectacle. The rich and the poor wept 
together, the preacher seemed to be for- 
gotten, as he forgot himself, in the mag- 
nitude of his subject. 

Oh, for such feeling, such preachers, 
and such hearers! Let every Christian 
pastor cultivate these holy sympathies, 
and, like the “ great -Master of assem- 
blies” look at their hearers, and weep 
over them. 

Greenwich. 


BRIGHT ANTICIPATIONS. 


« And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain.”—ReEv. xxi. 4, 


No sorrow! O how sweetly falls 
This sound on mortal ears; 
Dispelling from each troubled heart, 
Distracting doubts and fears: 
Awake, my hopes, within the breast, 
~ Of future bliss—a place of rest. 


A. place of rest ! ah, tell me where! 
Can this be found on earth ? 
Is there some favoured spot below, 
Exempt from sin and death ? 
*Tis vain to ask, our hearts reply, 
All flesh is mortal, all must die, 


Then turn, my soul, from earth away, 
*Tis endless rest man craves; 
Eternal bliss without allay, 
Shelter from sorrow’s waves : 
Repose thy trust’ in Jesus’ love, 
Secure ne’er ending peace above. 


Kilham, May 17, 1844. 


And when the race of life is run, 
When toil and pain are o’er, 
Thou’lt mount aloft and join the throng 
Who worship evermore : 
With them unite to praise his name, 
Who from that realm of glory came. 


O happy place! O blest employ ! 
Even now my spirit yearns 

To taste those sweets for ever new, we 
The eye of faith discerns : 

And soon (for time fast passes on), 

The crown of victory will be won. 


But ere that glorious hour arrives, — 
Stern tribulation’s dart 
May form care’s image on my brow, 
And anguish rend my heart; 
And be it so, if *tis God’s will, 
He can support and strengthen still. 
M. A. H. 
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A Church without a Prelate. The Apostoli- 
cal and Primitive Church, Popular in its 
Government, and Simple in its Worship. 
By Lyman Coteman, Author of “ Antiqui- 
ties of the Christian Church.” With an 
Introductory Essay, by Dr, Aveustus 
Neanver, Professor of Theology in the 
University of Berlin. London: Ward 
and Co. 8vo. pp. 120. 


Ir is not at all with the intention of 
criticizing that we assign to this work 
the most prominent place among the 
publications to be noticed in our present 
number. The names on the title page are 
not unknown to our readers, and general 
consent places them among the most 
learned investigators of ancient Christian 
practice. We acknowledged at some 
length, just two years ago, our obliga- 
tion to Mr. Coleman for his volume on 
the Antiquities of the Christian Church, 
and to the proprietors of Ward’s Library 
of Standard Divinity for presenting it in 
so cheap and attractive a form to the 
English reader. We now have to thank 
both author and publisher for a work 
which is in every respect a worthy suc- 
cessor to that which we then reviewed, 
and being uniform in size and appear- 
ance, may be advantageously bound 
with it in one volume. But we give it 
this place in our pages for two reasons. 
We wish to make our commendation 
of it to those purchasers of books who 
are accustomed to pay respect to our 
judgment as emphatic as possible ; and, 
at the same time, to present to others, 
to whom it may not be convenient to 

urchase, some valuable portions of its 
instruction. 

Nothing can be more seasonable than 
the appearance of this treatise. The 
object of the author is, “ to commend 
to the consideration of the reader the 
admirable simplicity of the government 
and worship of the primitive church, in 
opposition to the polity and ceremonials 
of the le forms of prelacy.” He 
accordingly distinguishes clearly the 
apostolic age from the degenerate times 
that succeeded. In like manner he is 
careful to distinguish Christianity from 


Judaism. On this subject also Dr. 
Neander observes, what has been too 
commonly overlooked but ought ever to 
be remembered :— 


“Tt is of the utmost importance to keep ever 
in view the difference between the economy of 
the Old Testament and that of the New. The 
neglect of this has given rise to the grossest 
errors, and to divisions, by which those who 
ought to be united together in the bonds of 
Christian love, have been sundered from each 
other. In the Old Testament, everything relat- 
ing to the kingdom of God was estimated by 
outward forms, and promoted by specific exter- 
nal rites. In the New, everything is made to 
depend upon what is internal and spiritual, 
Other foundation, as the apostle Paul has said, 
can no man lay than that is laid. Upon this 
the Christian church at first was grounded, and 
upon this alone, in all time to come, must it be 
reared anew and compacted together. Faith in 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Saviour of the world, and 
union with him, a participation in that salvation 
which cometh through him,—this is that inward. 
principle, that unchangeable foundation, on 
which the Christian church essentially rests, 
But whenever, instead of making the existence 
of the church to depend on this inward principle 
alone, the necessity of some outward form is 
asserted as an indispensable means of grace, we 
readily perceive that the purity of its character 
is impaired. The spirit of the Old Testament is 
commingled with that of the New. Neither 
Christ nor the apostles have given any un- 
changeable law on the subject. ‘ Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name,’ says 
Christ, ‘there am I in the midst of them,’ This 
coming together in his name, he assures us, 
alone renders the assembly well pleasing in his 


‘sight, whatever be the different forms of govern- 


ment under which his people meet.”—Introduc- 
tion, page v. ; 


From the same erudite pen we have 
the following sketch of the primitive 
Christian ministry :— 

“The earliest constitution of the church was 
modelled, for the most part, after that religions 
community with which it stood in closest con- 
nexion, and to which it was most assimilated, 
the Jewish synagogue. This, however, was so 


modified as to conform to the nature of the 
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Christian community, and to the new and pecu- 
liar spirit with which it was animated. Like the 
synagogue, the church was governed by an asso- 
ciated body of men appointed for this purpose. 

“The name of presbyters, which was appro- 
priated to this body, was derived from the Jew- 
ish synagogue, But in the Gentile churches, 
formed by the apostle Paul, they took the name 
of éricxorot, bishops, a term more significant of 
their office in the language generally spoken by 
the members of these churches. The name of 
presbyters denoted the dignity of their office. 
That of dishop, on the other hand, was expres- 
sive rather of the nature of their office, émicxoretv 
Thy exxAnotar, to take the oversight of the church. 
Most certainly no other distinction originally 
existed between them. But, in process of time, 
some one, in the ordinary course of events, 
would gradually obtain the pre-eminence over 
his colleagues, and by reason of that peculiar 
oversight which he exercised over the whole 
community, might come to be designated by 
the name éxickoros, bishop, which was origin- 
ally applied to them all indiscriminately. The 
constant tumults from within and from without, 
which agitated the church in the time of the 
apostles, may have given to such a one oppor- 
tunity to exercise his influence the more effi- 
ciently ; so that, at such a time, the controlling 
influence of one in this capacity may have been 
very salutary to the church. This change in 
the relation of the presbyters to each other was 
not the same in all the churches, but varied 
according to their different circumstances, It 
may have been as early as the latter part of the 
life of John, when he was sole survivor of the 
other apostles, that one, as president of this body 
of presbyters, was distinguished by the name 
of éxicxoros, bishop. There is, however, no evi- 
dence that the apostle himself introduced this 
change, much less that he authorized it as a 
perpetual ordinance for the future. Such an 
ordinance is in direct opposition to the spirit of 
that apostle.”—JIntroduction, page vii. 


Mr. Coleman illustrates these views, 
and treats in successive chapters, on the 
independence of the primitive churches ; 
—elections by the churches ;—discipline 
by the churches ;—equality and identity 
of bishops and presbyters ;—the rise of 
episcopacy ;—the diocesan government ; 
—the metropolitan government ;—the 
patriarchal and papal government ;—the 
prayers of the primitive church ;—the 

salmody of the primitive church ;—- 
jonilics in the primitive church ;—and 
the benediction. He shows clearly that 
the popular government of the primitive 


churches pervaded their ecclesiastical 
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polity throughout ; that their religious 
services were conducted with corre- 
sponding simplicity and freedom ; that 
they came together for the worship of 
God in the confidence of mutual love, 
and prayed, and sung, and spoke in the 
fulness of their hearts; that a liturgy 
and a prescribed form of prayer were 
alike unknown, and inconsistent with 
the spirit of their worship. 


“In the following chapter, it will be my 
object to establish the following propositions :— 

“T, That the use of forms of prayer is 
opposed to the spirit of the Christian dispen- 
sation, 

“II, That it is opposed to the example of 
Christ and of his apostles, 

“TI. That it is unauthorized by the instruc- 
tions of Christ and the apostles. 

“TV. That it is contrary to the simplicity 
and freedom of primitive worship. 

“V. That it was unknown in the primitive 
church.”—Page 84. 


Respecting what is called the Lord’s 
prayer, after several historical citations, 
Mr. Coleman says,— . 


“It appears from the foregoing authorities, 
that our Lord’s prayer was neither in use by the 
apostles themselves, nor by the churches founded 
by them, nor by the primitive churches, until 
the close of the second century and beginning 
of the third, From this time it began to be 
used, and in the fifth and sixth centuries was a 
part of the public liturgies of the churches, 

“With reference to the Lord’s prayer we 
subjoin the following remarks :— 

“1, Tt is questionable whether the words of 
this prayer were indited by our Lord himself. 1f 
we adopt the theory of many that it is a com- 
pend of the customary prayers in the religious 
service of the Jews, how can it with propriety 
be affirmed that our Lord gaye to his disciples 
any form of prayer whatever as his own? 

“2. This appears not to have been given to the 
disciples as a form of public prayer ; but asa 
specimen of that spirituality and simplicity 
which should appear in their devotions, in oppo-— 
sition to the ‘vain repetitions of the heathen,’ 
and the heartless formalities of the Pharisees. 


tke 


It merely enforces a holy importunity, sincerity ~~ 


and simplicity in private prayer, It was a 
prayer to be offered in secret, as the context in 
both instances indicates, Matt. vi. 3—14; Luke 
xi, 1—13, @ pees 
“3. Our Lord expressly enjoined upon his 
disciples to offer other petitions, of the highest 
importance, for which no form is given, The 


‘gifts of the Holy Spirit are offered to those who 
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shall ask, while yet no prescribed formula is 
given, in which to make known our requests for 
this blessing. Why have we not, therefore, the 
same authority, even from Christ himself, for 
extemporaneous prayer, as for a litany? At 
least we must presume that our Lord had no 
intention to prescribe an exact model of prayer, 
while teaching us to pray without any form 
for the highest blessing which we can receive. 

“A, A strict adherence to this form is incom- 
patible with a suitable recognition of Christ. as 
our mediator and intercessor with the Father. 
‘ Hitherto,’ said our Lord in his last interview 
with his disciples, before he suffered, ‘ye have 
asked nothing in my name.’ But a new and 
peculiar dispensation was, opening to them, by 
which they might have ‘boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus.’ The petitions 
of that prayer might, indeed, be suitable to the 
Christian in every age, and in all stages of his 
spiritual progress; but they are appropriate 
rather to those under the law, than to those 
under grace. They breathe not the peculiar 
spirit of him who would plead the name of 
Christ alone, in suing for pardon and accept- 
ance with God. 

“5, This prayer belongs rather to the econo- 
my of the Old Testament, Christ was not yet 
glorified. The Spirit was. not given; neither. 
was the law of ordinances abolished. However 
useful or important it may have been in the 
worship of God under the Old Testament, it is 
of: necessity imposed: upon us under that better 
covenant which God has given ; and. by. which, 
he gives. us. nearness of access to his throne, 
without any of the formalities of that ancient 
Jewish ritual; and only requires us to worship: 
him in spirit and in truth? 

“6, The variations of phraseology in the. 


forms given by the evangelists, are so_great as | 
and images were expunged, 


to forbid the.supposition that it is to be re-. 
garded as a specific and prescribed form of 
prayer. ‘The reader has only to-notice the. two 
forms of Matthew and Luke, to see that the 
variations are too numerous and important to 
justify an adherence. to one: invariable form of: 
speech. The only form of| prayer that can be 
found in the scriptures, is recorded on two occa- 
sions, with such variations as to exclude the 
possibility of deriving from either any authorized 
and unchangeable form of prayer: Both have the 
same general resemblance, united with cireum~ 
stantial variations, which might be expected of 
one who was careful only to utter the same 
sentiments, without any studied phraseology or 
set form of words. They are as various as two 
extemporaneous prayers might be expected to 
be, if uttered upon two. similar occasions with, 
reference to the same subject.”—Pp. 86, 87. 


After showing that in the second and 
third centuries, Christian worship con- 
tinued to be conducted in primitive 
simplicity, without agenda, liturgy, or 
forms of prayer, and tracing the origin 
of liturgies in times when the clergy had 
become notoriously ignorant and cor- 
rupt, unable suitably to guide the devo- 
tions. of public, worship, Mr. Coleman 
objects specially to the English, liturgy, 
on account of its popish origin and ten- 
dencies. 


“We object to the popish origin and ten- 
dencies of the English liturgy. 

“ Tt is a translation and compend of the pop- 
ish ritual, and savours too. strongly still of its 
origin. We hear, indeed, so much of this 
‘excellent,’ ‘this noble and pathetic’ liturgy, 
that it seems almost like sacrilege to touch that 
holy thing with other sentiments than those of 
profound veneration. But we dislike its origin, 
and the character which it inherits; must we, 
in this nineteenth century, go back to the dark 
ages of popery, and learn from her traditions, 
her superstitions, how we may best worship God 
in spirit and in truth? But this ‘pathetic 
litany,’ ‘this noble liturgy,’ it is said,—‘ is it not 
admirable ?? To which we must still reply,— 


‘ Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes !’ 


“Let us examine a little. What change has 
the liturgy undergone, in passing over from the 
Romish to the English church, and what is the 
difference between the two religions? The chief 
points of distinction, according to Hallam, are 


|_ the following :— 


“J. The liturgy was translated into the 


, vernacular language of the people. Formerly 
it had been in an unknown tongue. 


“2. Its acts of idolatrous worship to saints 


“3, Auricular confession was done away ; or 
rather it was left to every man’s discretion, and’ 
went into neglect. 

“4, The doctrine of transubstantiation, or 


the change, at the moment of consecration, of 


the substances of bread and wine into those of 
Christ’s body and blood,’ was discarded. 

“5, The celibacy of the clergy was done 
away, : 

“With these modifications the religion of 
Rome became that of the church of England. 
And to this day, her ritual, crudely formed in 
the infaney of protestantism, which Milton 
denominates ‘an extract of the mass translated,’ 
continues with little variation to be the liturgy 
of the whole episcopal church in England and. 


America, Like the ancient liturgies, it was, 
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to conduct religious worship with decency with- 
out it. Even the book of homilies was drawn 
up at the same time, ‘to supply the defect of 
preaching, which few of the clergy at that time 
were capable of performing.’ 


“Mnultitudes in the kingdom were strongly 
attached still to the Roman Catholic religion. 
It was a politic measure to conciliate these as 
much as possible. For various reasons, the 
reformers sought to make a gradual, rather 
than an abrupt departure from popery. The 
liturgy accordingly had then, and still retains 
many popish affinities, These are seen in the 
canonizing of saints, and celebration of saint’s- 
days; in the absolutions of the priests, modified 
so as to unite the protestant idea of forgiveness 
of sin by God alone, with the popish absolution 
by the priest ; in the endless reiterations of the 
Lord’s prayer; in the inordinate prominence 
that is given to liturgical forms; in the quali- 
fied and cautious phraseology of the commu- 
nion service, and the special care that ail the 
consecrated bread and wine shall be eaten and 
drank, so that none of it shall be carried out of 
the church ;—a point upon which the papists 
are ridiculously superstitious. These popish 
tenets are seen particularly in the baptismal 
regeneration of the liturgy, by which the child 
becomes ‘ regenerate, and grafted into the body 
of Christ’s church.... We yield thee hearty 
thanks, most merciful Father, that it hath 
pleased thee to regenerate this infant by thy 
Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own child 
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by adoption.” The order of confirmation is so 
conducted as to confirm one in the delusion, 
that he has become ‘ regenerate by water, and 
the Holy Ghost,’ through the instrumentality of 
this rite, rather than by that grace which is the 
gift of God. The burial service, also, is exceed- 
ingly objectionable. ‘Forasmuch as it hath 
pleased Almighty God, of his great mercy, to 
take unto himself the soul of our deceased 
brother here departed; we therefore commit his 
body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust, in sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’? This is said of every one alike, 
however profligate his life, however hopeless his 
death. In the American service, instead of 
this, at the grave it is said or sung, ‘I heard a 
voice from heaven, saying unto me ‘ Write, from 
henceforth blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest 
from their labours,’ Rev. xiv. 13. The practi- 
cal influence of this service is apparent from the 
following remark of archbishop Whately :—‘I 
have known a person, in speaking of a deceased 
neighbour, whose character had been irreligious 
and profligate, remark, how great a comfort it 
was to hear the words of the funeral service 
read over her, ‘because, poor woman, she had 
been such a bad liver.’ ”—Page 95. 


We must not proceed further: these 
specimens will suffice to enforce the 
recommendation contained in our open- 
ing paragraph. 


BRIEF NOTICES. ~ 


Relievo Map of Arabia Petrea and Idumea, 
illustrating the Prophetical ib cli Wan 
derings of the Israelites, &c. Arranged from 
ces Sources and the Accounts of Modern 

ravellers, London: Dobbs, Bailey, and Co. 


Beauty and usefulness are combined, in an 
extraordinary degree, in this picturesque repre- 
sentation of the scenes where some of the most 
memorable transactions recorded in sacred his- 
tory took place. Availing themselves of the 
information furnished by the recent survey of the 
East India Company’s officers, and of the applica- 
tion of the art of embossing to the representation 
of the varieties of mountain, valley, and plain, the . 
publishers have furnished a map of Arabia and 
adjacent districts, which will be at once more 
instructive and more interesting to biblical 
students of every class than any that they pre- 
viously possessed. The illustration of the scrip- 
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tural narrative has been the first object in its" 
construction; while the overland route to India’ 
is also displayed. ‘The size of the map is eigh~ 
teen inches by twenty-three, allowing the use 
of a scale of one inch to fifteen miles; it is sold 


in frames of various prices, and we are ory ie Sea 
a - 


learn that it is to be followed by one of - 
tine, of the same size and style of engraving, 


The Biblical Student’s Assistant; containing a 
references to Works on Doctrinal and Prac- 
tical Theology, with occasional Notes. Toge- 
ther with an Index to Four Thousand Texts 
of Sermons by Eminent Divines. By Clericus, 

dinburgh: 8vo, pp. 122. Price 5s. 6d. > 

A catalogue of books, arranged under different . 
heads, with occasional notices-of their contents 
and value, is furnished in this volume, for the 


use of theological students and oy ae 
D 
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A considerable acquaintance with good books is 
evinced, and aid may be derived from it ; though 
we have been surprised at the omission of some 
works of acknowledged excellence, and should 
take an exception to the estimate of those 
which relate to baptism, presbyterianism, and 
some other subjects. The intention of the com- 
piler was, however, to deal fairly; and many 
works of Christians of every denomination have 
passed under his review. 


Memoirs of the Seventy-five Eminent Divines 
whose Discourses form The Morning Exer- 
cises, at Cripplegate, St, Giles in the Fields, 
and in Southwark, With an Outline of a 
Sermon from each Author. By SAMUEL 

. Dunn. London: Snow §8vo. pp. 231. 

It was a happy thought, to include in one 
volume brief memoirs of so many enlightened 
and conscientious men with such an idea of the 
pulpit exercises of each as can be furnished by 
the outline of one sermon, Among them were 
the most eminent nonconformist ministers of 
the seventeenth century, with whose biography 
the Christians of these easier, if not safer times, 
should be familiar. The compiler long since 
established his reputation as a useful writer, 
and this work will not diminish it. 


The People’s Family Bible. Containing the 
Authorized Version of the Old and New 
Testaments printed at the Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press, Embellished with Historical De- 
signs from the Old Masters, and Landscapes 
from Drawings on the spot. London: Fisher, 
Son, and Co. Quarto. Parts L—V. 


The type and ink are remarkably legible. 
Everything corresponds with the professions of 
the title page. Two steel engravings, and two 
sheets of letter-press constitute a Part; anda 
Part is to be published on the first and the 
fifteenth of every month. 

The People’s Gallery of Engravings after 
Original Pictures and Drawings by Law- 
rence, Turner, Stanfield, Prout, D. Roberts, 
Allom, Chalons, Hayter, Parris, Maclise, 
Stephanoff, Pickersgill, Cattermole, Barilett, 
Leitch, &c, Edited by the Rev. G._N. 
Wricat, M.A, London: Fisher, Son, and 
Co. Quarto. Parts IL—IX, 


The lovers of pictorial excellence, in its 
varieties of landscapes, portraits, architectural 
views, and fancy~pieces, will find here a rich and 
diversified treat. Four beautiful engravings on 
steel are contained in every Part, and in con- 
nexion with them are pieces in prose and verse, 
by popular writers, a continuance of whose con- 
tributions is confidently anticipated. 


Felix ; or, The Conviction of Sin. By J. Jy 
Davies, Tottenham. London: Ward and 
Co, 48mo. pp. 110. £ 

perusal of. 


r 


A very suitable little book for the 
inquirers, as it cautions them against false 
hopes, shows the desert of their past courses, 
and directs them to the only refuge. 


spn or, The Excellence of Early Piety. 


'y J. J. DAVIES. 

48mo. pp. 108, ; 

‘Adapted for the senior classes in Sunday. 
schools and young readers gencrally. 


London: Ward and Co, 


BRIEF NOTICES, 


Youthful Piety’: or, Brief Hints to Young 
Christians on Various Duties. By WILLIAM 
Sissons. Sheffield: 24mo. pp. 116. 


A book for the junior teachers and elder 
pupils in Sunday schools, by a zealous super- 
intendent. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


The Bible Reader’s Hand Book. Combining many 
of the advantages of a Dictionary, Index, Concord- 
ance, Natural History, Geography, and Commentary. 
Explaining the Terms and Phrases and elucidating 
some of the most difficult passages of the Holy Bible. 
Chiefly arranged in alphabetical order. By the Rey. 
InGRAM CopBIN, A.M. London: Arnold. 24mo. 
pp. 380, 

The Bible entirely Self-illustrated by Select Margi- 
nal References to the Authorized English Version. 
With appropriate Questions. Peculiarly designed to 
assist in the Attainment of Pure Scriptural Truth. 
By the Author of “ Visits of Familiar Instructions.” 
Part I. Containing the Book of Genesis. Bath: 
12mo. pp. 71. Price 1s. 6d. 


Dissent, its Character, its Causes, its Reasons, 
and the way to effect its Extinction. Likewise an 
Appendix. Containing Records and Papers not 
Generally Known. London: Jackson and Walford. 
12mo. pp. 153. 

Proceedings of the First Anti-State Church Con- 
ference, held in London, April 30, May 1, and 2, 
1844. London: gvo. pp. 164. | 


The Pastor’s Daughter. A Memoir of Susan 
Amelia, W——, who died Jan. 20, 1843, aged 19 
years. Written by her Father. With an Introduc- 
tion by the author of “The Anxious Inquirer.” 
Loradon: (Tract Society] 32mo. pp. 128. Price 8d. 


The Heavenly State : a Sermon preached in Wes- 
ley Chapel, Halifax, on Sunday, May 12, 1844, on 
occasion of the death of the Rey. Henry Moore. By 
Samvugext Dunn. London: 12mo. pp. 28. Price 6d. 


Seven Blessings for Little Children, By Mrs; 
Gitpert, Author of “Hymns for Infant Minds,’ 
“The Convalescent,” &¢. London: Jachson and 
Walford. 24mo. pp. 14. 


Joy in Sorrow: or, The Four Folded Lambs. 
Second Thousand. London: Nisbet and Co. 18mo. 
pp. 131. 

The Missionary Ship “John Williams,” Her His- 
tory, Valedictory Services, Voyage down the River. 
&e., &e. London: 18mo. pp. 72. Price 6d. = 


The Eclectie Review. 


July, 1844. London : 
Ward and Co, * 54 a 


Part VIL London: 


The Pictorial Sunday Book, 
8v0. Price 1s. 6d. : 

The Garment that ‘never Wears out. | 
Thousand. London: 32mo.pp.15. Priceld, = 
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AMERICA. 
AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


The following is the “ Preamble to the 
Constitution,” adopted by the society at the 
annual meeting, Philadelphia, April the 26th, 

844, 


“Whereas the inspired scriptures, the 
Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek 
of the New Testament, are the only authori- 
tative divine standard containing the revela- 
tion of God for the whole human family: and 
whereas the Council of Trent, in 1563, de- 
clared that a Latin translation, called the 
Vulgate, was ‘authentic, and to be refused of 
none,’ which decree was confirmed by Pope 
Pius IV. in solemn consistory the following 
year; and the Rheimish Testament was 
translated from the Vulgate into English in 
1582, ‘ the translators declaring that the Vul- 
gate ‘is not only better than all other trans- 
lations, but than the Greek text itself in those 
places where they disagree; which assump- 
tions have been generally repudiated by all 
enlightened Christians, not in the Romish 
church :— ; 

“ And whereas, The American Bible So- 
ciety, in 1836, approved of the following 
resolution, viz. : 


’ *Resolyed, That in appropriating money for the 
translating, printing, or distributing of the sacred 
scriptures in foreign languages, the managers feel at 
liberty to encourage only such versions as conform in 
the principle of their translation to the Common 
English Version; at least so far as that all the reli- 
gious denominations represented in the society can 
consistently use and circulate said versions in their 
several schools and communities :’ 


“The remonstrants against this resolution 
believing it to be a virtual abandonment of 
the great principle of protestantism, and the 
adoption of that of the Council of Trent, as 
well as a departure from the basis of the 
original compact of the society, which states 
their object to be ‘the dissemination of the 
scriptures in the received versions where they 
exist, and in the most faithful where they are 
required ;’ and having in vain taken every Chris- 
tian measure to preventits passage and enforce- 
ment, were constrained to form provisionally 
in 1836, and fully organize in 1837, ‘ The 


American and Foreign Bible Society ; founded |, 


upon the principle, that the originals in He- 
brew and Greek are the only authentic stand- 
ards of the sacred scriptures, and that aid for 


the translating, printing, or distributing of | 


them in foreign languages, should be afforded 


i 


to such versions only as are conformed as 
neatly as possible to the original text, it being 
understood that no words are to be transferred 
which are susceptible of being literally trans- 
lated.” 


In his opening address, the president, in 
urging the importance of prompt and united 
action, adverted to a painful fact :— 

“ Tt is proper to inform you, that for want of 
a charter we have lost several thousand dollars 
bequeathed by baptists, and several thousand 
more are now in jeopardy; and it grieves me 
to add, that our applications to the legislature 
for an act of incorporation have been defeated, 
again and again, by the friends of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. What advantage to their 
own institution they hope to obtain by this 
bitter and persevering hostility to ours, it is 
difficult to imagine ; and it is my fervent 
prayer that the spirit of intolerant exclusive- 
ness which seems to haye originated it, may 
be speedily overcome by Christian love.” 


THE SCRIPTURES IN BURMAH. 


At the annual meeting of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, the Rev. Eugenio 
Kincaid mentioned the following interesting 
facts :— 

“When brother Mason and I reached Burmah 
in 1830, we found four brethren there, Judson, 
Wade, Boardman, and Bennett. In a few 
weeks Boardman died. Up to this year there 
were only two Burman churches, and only 
one Karen had savingly heard the word of 
God. Previous to this, portions of the New 
Testament had been printed and circulated in 
Maulmein, Tavoy, Rangoon, and Prome, and 
with these exceptions, no rays of revealed 
light had fallen upon the Burman empire. 
This year we had the whole New Tes- 
tament in one volume. It was distributed 


sparingly in various directions. In 1833, with — 


a large number of books and tracts, mostly 
portions of the New Testament, I went up the 
Irriwadi, intending to go as far as Ava, and_ 
there make a stand. I had with me two 
native preachers; it was our custom to visit 
every town and village, preach the gospel to 
all, and distribute sparingly portions of the 


word of God. One evening, a little before - 


night, we came to the city of Thayiet—I sat 
a on the outside of the boat and began 
reading a tract, and commenting on it to a 
few people on the shore. In a little time a 
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large assembly had come together. We 
pushed a little off, so as to prevent the 
crowd from coming on board and upsetting 
or sinking our boat; a few tracts were dis- 
tributed, and the reading and exposition con- 
tinued ;—a tall and sedate looking young man 
came pushing his way eagerly through the 
assembly, came into the water near the boat, 
and in an under tone said, ‘ Teacher, have 


you the Acts of the Apostles ?’? I gave him a | 


copy. He then inquired, ‘ Teacher, have you 
the gospel of John ? I looked at the young 
man with astonishment. Here we are in an 
idolatrous city, more than three hundred 
miles from Rangoon, and this young man is 
eagerly inquiring for the Acts of the Apostles 
and John’s gospel. I said, ‘How do you 


know any thing about these books?’ He | 


replied, ‘ A long time since there was a foreign 
teacher, Judson, in the city of Prome, and he 
gave my grandfather these books—he could 
not see, but he had them read to him a great 
deal, and was always talking about them; but 
some time since there was a great fire in our 
city, and my grandfather’s house was burned, 
and the books were then burned.’ Having 
received the books the young man rolled them 
up in his shawl, and soon disappeared in the 
crowd, I regretted not having made more 
inquiries about the aged blind man. The sun 
was now down, and a severe storm of wind 
rising, and being in an exposed situation, we 
moved about two miles to a secure place at 
the upper end of the town, It was now after 
dark, and I sat on the outside of the boat 
pondering over the events of the day, and 
wondering if it was possible to find the old 
man who had sent for the ‘ Acts of the Apos- 
tles and the gospel of John.’ I said to Ko 
Shoon and Ko Sanlone, ‘ We must try in the 
morning and find the old man.’ While thus 
conversing the young man came on board the 
boat, said his grandfather was greatly pleased 
to get the books, and blamed him for not 
inviting the teacher to come to his house— 
that he retumed and found the boat was 
gone, and that he had followed on, inquiring 
for the foreign teacher. We followed the 
young man, threading our way through 
various streets, till, near the centre of the 
town, we came to the house. In the verandah, 
lighted by only one dim lamp, sat a venerable 
old man, surrounded by a few members of his 
family and a few neighbours—the books lay 
by his side—he turned his sightless eyeballs 
towards me, and spoke feelingly of the benefit 
he had received from the books, and thanked 
the former and the present teacher who had 
brought them ; he pointed to his white locks, 
and in eastern style called them ‘the flag of 
death.’ He said, though the eyes of his body 
were dark, yet the eyes of his understanding 
were opened, and he praised God for it. We 

reached to him, and all that wére in his 


house, the things of the kingdom of God. | nations are uttering the cry, ‘ Come over and 


About eighteen months after this, brother 
Brown came up to Ava and preached the word 
to the inhabitants of this city, and baptized a 
member of this family. One day in Ava a 
retired nobleman came along where Ko San- 
lone was reading in the street the sacred 
scriptures. He listened some time, and was 
deeply affected with the grandeur of the 
sentiment and the sublimity of the style. He 
invited Ko Sanlone to his house. He went, 
and was treated with great hospitality and 
kindness, and preached the word to him and 
to all that were in his house; and the result 
was, he and all his were baptized and became 
members of the church in Ava, Subsequently 
this venerable old man was chosen and or- 
dained deacon of the church. He set apart 
every Wednesday afternoon for reading the 
scriptures and prayer, at which meeting all 
the members of the church regularly attended. 
“ Brother Comstock, in one of his numer- 
ous preaching excursions, gave a New Testa- 
ment to an intelligent Burman who resided in 
Goa, a town on the coast, far to the south of 
Ramree. Sometime after this, a Karen, who 
was chief of a village, came with a party of 
his people to Goa to sell their ivory, beeswax, 
and honey, and to procure salt, dried fish, and 
other articles, to take back. They put up in 
the house of this Burman who had the Testa- 
ment. The Karen chief could read Burman, 
and receiving the Testament, he began read- 
ing it during his leisure hours—the Burman 
informed him that a white foreigner who was 
a teacher of religion gave it to him. The 
Karen had heard, by various reports, that 
white men who were teachers of religion had 
been among his countrymen west of the 
Yoma mountains; had given them books in 
their own language; and that this religion 
was spreading among them—calling to mind 
these facts, he began to suspect this must be 
the religion. He read eagerly and became 
interested. When the day came for him to 
leave, he was anxious to obtain the book. 
The Burman refused to part with it; the 
Karen offered a rupee ; this was refused :~he 
offered two rupees, and this was too much for 
the cupidity of the Burman. He thought 
perhaps he could get another of the foreign 
teacher when he should see him. However  _ 
this may be, he took the two rupees, The 
Karen with his book went to his distant 
home on the hills. There, in his retired 
village, he read-to his people and explained 
in Karen, evening after evening. All became 
interested, and finally they resolved to wor- 
ship the God of this book. Brother Abbott, 
in one of his distant excursions, came upon 
them, and there grew up a Christian church. 
What can we do in that heathen world with- 
out the bible? We are at work among the ~ 
Chinese, the Siamese, the Karens, the Bur-_ 
mans, the Shans, the Assamese; and other 
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help us.’ To help them effectually we must 
give them in their own language the word of 
God. The bible is the only book God has 
given to mankind, and dare we keep it from 
the millions who are in darkness? Dare we 
mutilate God’s only book to a_perishing 
world ? Dare we keep any part of it con- 
cealed under barbarous terms? Dare we 
assume the fearful responsibility of determin- 
ing what part of the revealed will of God may 
be translated and what part may be concealed ? 
We have between fifty and sixty who have 
been counted faithful and put into the minis- 
try. Into the hands of these Burman and 
Karen preachers we put the bible. Many of 
them for months together do not see a mis- 
sionary, and with an unfaithful translation 
what can they do? The God of the bible 
will not hold us guiltless if we do not give 
them unmutilated and honest versions of his 
revealed will. These disciples love the word 
of God. With many of them I have been 
personally acquainted. Ko Shoon and Ko 
Sanlone, who were with me in Ava, were 
accustomed to rise early and read over delibe- 
rately two or three chapters, then pray, and each 
with a New Testament in his hand, go through 
the city preaching the things of the kingdom. 
Ko Bike, who was with me in Arracan, was 
often heard reading the word of God till mid- 
night. Witness the young Karen chief, of 
whom brother Abbott speaks. He came all 
the way to Rangoon to learn to read, and to 
carry back the precious book to his distant 
villages. You know how he hazarded his 
life to get away from Rangoon with these 
books. The chains, and the prison, and the 
uplifted sword had no terrors that could turn 
him from his purpose; the books he must 
have, and the books he carried away, and the 
desolate land was made a fruitful field. What 
grandeur of soul! and how is it? How! the 
word God dwelt in him richly. You have 
- heard of Ko Sanlone—he was a lovely man 
and an eloquent preacher. Let us enter 
the city of Rangoon. We pass along the great 
street that leads from the principal landing 
till we come to a massy brick wall on the left. 
Through a huge gate we come before the 
frowning walls of a prison; we enter by a 
heavy strong door. Who is that man, with a 
- countenance so mild and placid, sitting on the 
ground loaded with irons and amidst felons ? 
That is Ko Sanlone. See, the sword of the 
haughty idolatrous governor touches his neck 
—an idol is placed before him, and the gover- 
nor says, ‘ Bow to that idol or you must die.’ 
Ko Sanlone, putting his two hands together 
and raising them to his head, replied, ‘ My 
. lord, I worship the eternal God.’ He weeps 
not—he does not even tremble. Ask him 
from what source he derives consolation. He 
plucks from his bosom a little book with 
_ choice passages selected from the Old and 
New Testament. He puts it back again and 


imei 
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smiles. Ask IXo Sanlone how much he 
values the word of God. He points you 
to his chains; to the gloomy walls of his 
prison ; to his desolate house where sit his 
weeping wife and children. He points you 
to his worn out and emaciated frame. Ask 
him why he is in this wretched prison, and 
again he plucks from his bosom the word. 
of God. Generations yet unborn shall bless 
the memory of that man. I would not dare, 
and I do think there is not a single mission- 
ary who would dare-to put into the hands of 
such men, any but pure versions of the word 
of God. If bible societies would afford us no 
helps unless we transferred words instead of 
translating them, then we would abandon 
such societies and employ native copyists. It 
is not a small thing to leave one’s home and 
country, and live apart from civilized and 
Christian society, and toil amidst ignorance 
and idolatry. Men who bid adieu to home 
and shun no danger to carry the gospel over 
idolatrous empires, and plant churches where 
Satan’s seat is, will not consent to cover up, 
under barbarous terms, the positive com- 
mands of the King of kings. They act under 
the great commission, ‘Go ye therefore into 
all the world and disciple all nations, baptiz- 
ing them; that is, the disciples ; in the name 
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.’ They remember that he who gave 
this commission, said, ‘ All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.’ I do not 
think I hazard any thing in saying that our 
translations of the New Testament into the 
Burman and Karen languages are probably 
as faithful and honest as any that have ever 
been made. All such words as Episcopes, 
Ecclesia, Metanoia, and Baptizo, are trans- 
lated. In reference to baptism, there is no 
word in the Burman language that signifies 
any thing or nothing; it must have some 
meaning. There is ya hanake, to sink; ya 
thareet, to dip; ya lawng, to pour; and ya 
peon, to sprinkle: these words cannot be 
used the one for the other. By one of these 
words baptizo must be translated. Brother 
Mason informed me that this was the case in 
the Karen language; all words have some fixed 
and definite meaning. The brethren in Cal- 


| cutta informed me that this was the fact also 
| in reference to the Bengali and Hindustani 


languages; no word can be found that signi- 


fies any thing or nothing, and probably this” 
|is the case with all languages in the world. 


The American and Foreign Bible Society: 


takes its stand on the lofty heights of Zion, ~__ 


above the foggy atmosphere of the world; na 
part of the word of God is to be concealed. Its 
design is to’give to all nations on the earth, in 


-their own language, the precious bible, Al. _ 
/ready the work is begun ; distant heathen 

| nations now feel its influence. 
the eastern and northern shores of the bay of 
| Bengal, from Mergui on the south to Akyab 


Look along 


- 


eee ye 
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on the north, and you behold more than fifty 
churches built up on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the 
chief corner stone. Those who receive the 
word of God gladly are baptized, and no 
others. There is no ‘half-way’ covenant— 
no Judaizing system there; there are no faint 
lines shading off between the church and the 
world. Between fifty and sixty native preach- 
ers are becoming every year more and more 
efficient ministers of Jesus Christ. The word 
of God is running swiftly among the Karens, 
and they are a great nation, found in all the 
hill country of Burmah, and on the east, 
through the Shan countries. Four hundred 
miles north of Ava I found them more 
numerous than on the shores of Bengal. In 
a few years more, Karen apostles will carry 
the gospel over all the mountains of Burmah; 
they will unroll the banners of the Christian 
faith along the western borders of China, and 
at the foot of the Himmalehan mountains, 
The Karen bible will soon be read on all the 
mountains of Burmah, and the Burman bible 
will be read in hundreds of cities along the 
great valley of the Irriwadi: Assam, Siam, 
and China will follow. Here is work for the 
head, the heart, and the hand. Who will 
come to the help of the missionaries, and give 
to these teeming millions, in their own lan- 
guage, the word of God? The British and 
Foreign Bible Society refuse: the American 
Bible Society frowns. Who will come to our 
help? is a cry borne on by the winds of 
heaven in tones deep and earnest as the 
wants and woes of millions, Then the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society came forward 
like the good Samaritan, after the priest and 
Leyite had passed by.” 


EUROPE, 
~~ DENMARK. 


We learn from a gentleman in Denmark 
who corresponds with a friend in London, 
that the persecution of our baptist brethren 
continues without mitigation. Besides Mr. 
Monster, there are two other brethren thrown 
into prison. Mr. Monster has been incarce- 
rated more than two months, during which 
time he has had no opportunity of defending 
himself, or in any way explaining his con- 
duct. - He is permitted to correspond with no 
one, and his wife, daughter, and professional. 
adviser are the only persons allowed to see 


him. It was hoped that his case would be | 


carried through the courts with some degree of 
dispatch, and thus his confinement be abridged, 
but the prosecution does not seem to advance 
one step. He may be detained in prison for 
months, yea, years, without being brought to 
trial, or in any way allowed to explain or 
speak for himself, And this the law in Den- 


mark warrants; so that he is left to the 
caprice, or malice, or indolence of irresponsi- 
ble authorities. There is some reason to fear 
that his privations are likely to be increased, 
and that all access to him may be denied. 
Even his wife and daughter have had the 
hint that they will not be permitted to visit 
him. In the meantime, the church at Copen- 
hagen, which now consists of nearly 300 
members, remained faithful to the truth, 
although sadly harassed and annoyed. If 
they try to assemble at the former place 
of meeting they are always driven away by 
the police. They have, for sometime, con- 
gregated on the commons in the vicinity of 
Copenhagen, and till recently unmolested, 
but now they are pursued thither by the 
police. 


“ And e’en the bare worn common is denied.” 


“Thus hunted from one place to another 
like a flock of sheep by a wolf, it appears to 
me,” says an eye witness, “ that these Chris- 
tians display Christian moderation.and meek- 
ness as well as firmness and perseverance, and 
also patience and cheerfulness in an equal 
degree. I have spoken to several of them 
after they have been thus harassed, and I 
have not heard them utter a word of murmur 
or complaint, or express an unkind feeling to 
their persecutors. On the contrary, they 
praise the police for their humanity in the 
execution of the orders of their superiors. 
Nay, some policemen, though a class of men 
not of the tenderest feelings, have been seen 
to shed tears while performing their barbarous 
task.” Forcible abduction of children to the 
state church baptismal font still continues, 
and as some of the children are about a year 
old, instances have occurred of their being 
frightened by their seeing themselves in the 
hands of strangers, which has brought on fits. 
One child, at least, died in consequence. The 
medical man expressed such an opinion, but 
when he was informed of the circumstance of 
its being a baptist’s child, he wished to back 
out, lest he should offend the authorities. 
Their case is exciting a great deal of sympathy 
among all classes of the community, the men 
in power being the only exception to this 
remark. The last timethe brethren met on 
the common, the populace showed a disposi- 
tion to sympathize with them, and even mani- 
fested a strong propensity to attack the police. 
While the civil authorities appear as the- 
oppressors of the baptists, it is the clergy of 
the state church which is the mainspring of 
the whole movement. Let them withdraw 
their influence and our brethren are free. But 
of this there is no hope. Our hope is in God. 
Let our dear persecuted brethren be remem- 
bered in our prayers, that the Lord would 
comfort them in their sorrows, and after the 
have suffered awhile, establish, strengthen, 
and settle then! Scere 
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" ASSOCIATIONS. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 


The following is a list of the churches and 
pastors in this association :— 


Amersham...........000 J. Cocks, 
Aston Clinton ..J. Avery. 
Buckingham... W. H. Carryer. 
Chenies...... B. Bartlett 
Chesham W. Payne. 
Long Crendo ...W. Hoperaft. 
Cuddington are .-T. Timberlake, 
Fenny Stratford T, Carter 

Gold Hill ......... D. Ives. 
Haddenham P. Tyler. 
Ickford ...... C. Dodwell 
Missenden.. D. Marsh 
Mursley ..... . Symonds. 
Quainton..<caecatees D. Walker, 
Princes Risborough...J. Dawson. 
PCCM ass ectavveseanssenete E Bedding. 
Swanbourne..... ..J. Dumbledon. 
Waddesdon Hill.......H. G. Grainger. 
Seer Green....... aa 

Harefield ........ pees W. Lake. 


The annual meeting was held at Speen, 
May the 7th and 8th. Mr. Bedding presided. 
Mr. Marsh was re-appointed secretary. The 
association sermons were preached by Messrs. 
Marsh and Tyler. The following resolutions 
were adopted :— 


“J. That this association regarding the connexion 

of religion with the state as derogatory to Christ, 
opposed to scripture, a violation of the rights of con- 
science, and the source of innumerable evils, ap- 
proves ‘the general objects of the recent anti-state- 
church conference. 
i “II. That the time is now come when popular 
education is demanded as the safe-guard of our 
country alike against destructive errors, and insidi- 
ous attempts on our civil and religious liberties ; and 
that on many accounts it behoves Christians gene- 
rally to be forward in the great work, exhibiting 
therein the power and efficiency of the voluntary 
principle, unfettered by state control. 

“TII. That this association regards with abhor- 
rence the prevalence of slavery, especially as upheld 
in some of the American states by many who pro- 
fess the Christian name; and also hails with pecu- 
liar joy the progress of abolition principles in that 
country.” 


The circular letter, drawn up by Mr. 
Tyler, is “ A Brief History of the Churches 
constituting the Bucks Association.” 


Statistics. 


Number of churches in the association.,..20. 


Baptized during the year... ne 
Received by letter ....... 
ReStOLCd..s.eccccesvervecsseres 


a 4 
— 108 
Removed by death .............32 
Dismissed to other churches28 


Separated s..-:scceccsvensetescesosol” 
— 97 : 


Clear increase ...... 
Number of member: 
Sunday scholars ... 
‘Teachers........0.. 
Village stations... 


This association is to meet next year at 
Buckingham on the 6th and 7th of May. 
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ESSEX. 


Many of the churches in Essex belong to 
other divisions of the county ; and some are 
not united with any association. Those com- 
prised in this are :— 


Ashdon .., -R. Tubbs. 
Braintree sy Humphries. 
Burnham.... .J. Garrington. 
Colchester .. Sit Langford. 
Earls Colne.... ...I. D. Reynolds. 
Langley ..... 5 
Rayleigh ....0cccssvavosees J. Pilkington. 
J. Wilkinson. 
Saffron Walden......... j N. Haycroft. 
Sampford .. .B. Beddow. 
Thorpe... .J. Hirons. 


Tillingham 


The meeting was held at Colchester, May 
the 21st and 22nd. Mr, Langford was called 
to the chair. Mr. Rust was appointed secre- 
tary for the ensuing year, Messrs. Garrington 
and Pilkington preached. The circular letter, 
written by Mr. Hirons, is on “The Anti-scrip- 
tural nature of the doctrine of Baptismal 
Regeneration.” 


Statistics. 

Number of churches .....sse0ssssssessensersseeasd 
Baptized. .ca-cscaceses 61 
Received by experience . a3 
Received by letter ., iB. 
Restored ...cssve ev aWapaweweenas 4 

— il 
Removed by death ........650.22 
Dismissed.......05 ss00e mo 
Pixcludedivecatocusistssusncentesace 10 
— 40 
Clear increase . SussuhetaudsstiaversseN EOE 


Number of members... 
Sunday scholars .. 
Village stations ...... 


The next meeeting is to be at Thorpe, on 


the third Tuesday and Wednesday in May, 
1845. 


one 


pee aeeedoereeneeeneene 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


This association contains the following 
churches :— : 


Tewkesbury .............Jd. Berg. 
Naunton and Guiting 
GlOUCESbEL. sieeececeoeses 


G. W. Rodway. 
T. Davis. 


“J. O. Mitchell. 
vod, Hyves. 


J. Chapman. 
Chepstow ... 
Coleford......++++++ 
Cinderford .,...+.seceevee 


On the 28th and 29th of May the annual 


meeting took place at Stroud; when Mr, 
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Yates was chosen moderator, Mr. Jones 
preached, and a circular letter, written by 
Mr. Berg, on the Importance of Individual 
Effort on the part of Christians for the Con- 
version of Sinners, was adopted, 


Statistics. 
Niutmber of churches :,......scssecssccvecnsanees 20 
Baptized .......ss.000 
Received by letter.. 
RCs POM oii ssceseccsnsccswsence 
Removed by death............ 
Dismissed = 
Wxctaded 7a sdiotas, evadeneieas 
Qlear Increase wcssscsssecstvsosss vsescvenwersay 134 


Number of members . 
Sunday scholars . 
Teachers.......++ 

Village stations .... 


It was determined that the association 
should in future meet on Wednesday and 
Thursday in Whitsun week, instead of Tues- 
day and Wednesday; and that the whole of 
the first day, from eleven till five o’clock, 
should be devoted to business, The next 
meeting is to be at Chepstow. 


SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK. 


The following churches are comprised in 


this association :— 

Ipswich .......0+002-..James Webb. 
UY swe ...C. Elven. 

Otley ..... * 

Stoke Ash . 

Sutton 8. Squirrell. 

Clare... 0s. D. Jennings. 

Charsfield . ...J. Runnacles. 

Stradbrook. ...R. Bayne. 


Walsham........ 
IDISS. esas 


Sudbury .... «8. Higgs. 
Bradford-......re-0+0.-.T. Ridley. 


The annual meeting was held at Sudbury 
on the 4th and 5th of June, Mr. Higgs pre- 
siding. Sermons were preached by Messrs. 
Collins and Peachey. The letter prepared 
by Mr. Webb, on the Qualifications and 
Claims of the Christian Ministry, was adopted. 


seed. SCaMAan, 


“Tt was resolved, That, deeming the state church | 


to be flagrantly unjust and unchristian in its princi- 
ples, and most pernicious in its influence upon the 
civil and spiritual interests of mankind, the minis- 
ters and messengers of the churches in this associa- 
tion hail with delight the assembly of the recent 


convention, in London, to promote the separation of | 


the church from the state; and earnestly recom- 
mend the churches of the baptist denomination 
throughout the county to further the objects of the 
convention, by forming associations for that purpose. 

“The following brethren were appointed a com- 
mittee for ‘The Suffolk Auxiliary to the Baptist 


Foreign Mission,’ —viz., brethren Poll Lacy, | 
Cowell, Neve, Alfred Catt, Joshua Celt and hones | of the church at Grampound not | 


Ridley. All the. ministers of the as tion 
bite of the co cirnangenretcr per panda 


ie poepeithain icing Aidsiadh be 
1 + with ‘t ©. 
appointed by the New Association, And it is re- 


after Whitsunweek, ee. ‘id 
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commended to the joint committee to arrange for the 
visit of the deputation for sermons and public meet- 
ings, before harvest. 

“ Brethren Jennings and Hale, Higgs and Burton, 
Elven and Ridley, were appointed a committee to 
take such steps as may seem most desirable for in- 
troducing the preaching of the gospel, in connexion 
with the baptist denomination at Melford—it being 
considered there is an extensive field of labour in 
that place and neighbourhood, without interfering 
with, or in any way reflecting upon, any other sec- 
tion of the christian church. 

“ Brother Cowell then read the treasurer’s account 
of the Home Missionary Society ; and as ground is 
already purchased, and a substantial chapel about to 
be immediately erected at Botesdale, the centre of 
our Home Missionary station, it is hoped the 
churches will make the earliest possible arrange- 
ments for receiving Mr. Richardson, our home. 
missionary, to collect for that very urgent and 
important object.” 


Statistics. 


Number of churches.... 


Separated ... 


DIGEE TCRORAD snesapaspaceen~caunascdpusaaseney 45 
Number of members. 1829 
Sunday scholars ....... +1561 
Village stations .........+. Goyetesseetansecctss 41 
The meeting in 1845 is to be at Otley, on . 
the first Tuesday and Wednesday in June. s 
SOUTH WESTERN. 
The following are the churches which com- “2 


pose this association :— 
Falmouth ... 


The annual meeting was held, May the : 
22nd and 28rd, at St. Austell, Mr. Bond , 
presided, and Mr. Spasshatt was chosen sec- 
retary. The circular letter, written by Mr. 
Spasshatt, is on Christian Zeal. 


Number. 6f churehesis;, asivevtevanuteccintescced” = 


Biptiaed 25. .cicvcsaxsaeereee 
Received by letter, &c. 


Removed by death sesso. 7 “3 
Dismissed .........00+ a * 
ROparatOd-sovscivenvecosseveeces es, 1 

Clear Grose ses: oyoseesgcihenasere tee eee 2 


The returns are imperfect, the annual letter 


having been 
‘is to be 


received. The next annual mé 
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NORTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this association took 
place at Walsingham, Durham, on the 27th 
and 28th of May. The pastors of the churches, 
with the exception of two, were all present 
and well, The principal resolutions adopted 
were,— 


* “}, That the pastors and members generally en- 
deavour, in the course of the year, to disseminate as 
widely as possible, the reasons of dissent. 

“2. That owing to a division in opinion among 
the churches on the subject as expressed in the 
association letters, the consideration of our approba- 
tion of the steps of the anti-state church conference 
be deferred till the following year. 

“3. That the lately collected church at Sunder- 
land, under the care of Mr. Kneebone, and the 
church at New Court, Newcastle, under the pastorate 
of Mr. Sample, be received into the association. 

“4, That the church in North Shields be en- 
couraged in the erection of their newly proposed 
chapel. 

«5. That the next association be held at Stockton 
at Whitsuntide, 1845.” 


The whole of the services were spiritual, 
animating, and interesting. 


Statistics. 


Number of churches ........scssseessvesssesses 10 
APEC ..,..c0s-sseneeve 
Received by letter.. : 
PRLOSPOTOM Fi, n cous ns acclowenenonae 


Removed by death 
Removed by letter. 
Withdrawn ...-...6... Fy 
TIXCLUIGGM ric ateocavereecessevrns 


Clear increase..... seneye 
Number of member 
Village stations... 
Sabbath scholars 


Teachers .,......s.000+ 


Two additional churches were added. 


NEW CHAPELS. 
NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE, 


On the 25th and 26th of June, 1844, the 
« Baptist Temple,” in Commercial Road, was 
opened for divine worship, and was literally 
crammed on each service. Eleven brethren in 
the ministry officiated on the interesting occa- 
sion, On the former evening a church was 
organized of eighty-four members, and Mr. 
T. Morris, late of Pontypool, was recognized 
as their pastor. On the Wednesday services 
were held at seven, ten, two, and six o’clock. 
The foundation stone had been laid on the 
7th of August last. The chapel measures 
fifty-one feet by forty-one within the walls, 
with extensive galleries and a large Sunday 
school-room underneath, forty feet by fifteen; 
and the whole have been invested in trust, 
according to the rules of the London Baptist 
Building Board. The expence incurred by 
this undertaking amounts to £1000, 
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BISHAMPTON, NEAR PERSHORE, 


June the 12th, a small neat baptist chapel, 
capable of seating 150 persons, was opened 
at Bishampton for divine worship, on which 
occasion the Rev. B, Wheeler of Bampton, 
Oxon, preached in the afternoon, and the 
Rey. A. M. Stalker of Blockley in the even- 
ing. The congregations were numerous and 
very respectable. The ground on which the 
chapel is built was generously given by a 
respectable farmer and freeholder of the 
village, by whose exertions and example a 
liberal subscription was made, so that the 
remaining debt on the chapel is under £20, 


MINETY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


In this village about twenty years ago a 
little chapel was erected in the baptist deno- 
mination. A few persons were baptized when 
a small church was formed, but the members 
became corrupted by sentiments of a licen- 
tious tendency, which soon destroyed all use- 
fulness, and rent the cause in pieces. The 
hearers forsook the chapel, consequently it 
was soon shut up; the members disgraced 
themselves, quarrelled, and dissolved, Mr. 
Brown, a pious farmer in the village, has 
taken this dilapidated chapel in hand and 
repaired it at his own expence, and it was re- 
opened on Tuesday, July the 9th, 1844; 
Mr. Martin of Malmsbury preached in the 
morning, and Mr. Heath, independent minister 
of Lea, Wilts, in the evening. There were 
many to hear, and we hope not in vain. May 
the Lord prosper this second attempt to open 
blind eyes and unstop deaf ears at Minety, 
and turn poor thoughtless sinners from the 
power of sin and Satan to God. 


NEW CHURCH. 
BLAKENEY, NORFOLK. 


On Tuesday, July the 16th, a church was 
formed at this place- on open communion 
principles, deacons chosen, and Mr, J. Cragg 
unanimously elected as their pastor. Brethren 
Brock of Norwich, and Gouch of Fakenham, 
took the prominent parts of the service; the 
former delivering a discourse on the Co 
tution of a New Testament Church ; the 
latter On the Scriptural Duties of Members, 
Deacons, and Bishops of Christian churches; 


both presiding at the formation of the church “s 


and administration of the Lord’s supper. The 
congregations were good, and the day, we 
sincerely hope and pray, will be long remem- 
bered by the inhabitants of this sea-port and 
its locality. The number of members asso- 
ciated in Christian fellowship in this infant 
church are twenty-two. May the Lord con- 
tinue to bless and increase them a hundred 


fold, by the outpouring of his gracious aoe 


according. to promise ! 
3B 


—_—— 
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HAY, BRECKNOCKSHIRE, 


On Wednesday, June 17th, Mr. Ethelidge 
was ordained pastor of the baptist church in 
this town. The morning service commenced 
with reading the scriptures and prayer by 
brother Griffith, late of Madagascar. Brother 
Owens of Langviangle explained the nature 
of a Christian church ; brother Stanley of 
Peterchurch asked the usual questions, and 
received satisfactory answers; brother Thomas 
of Hereford offered the ordination prayer ; 
and brother Denham of Cheltenham gave the 
young pastor an affectionate charge. In the 
afternoon brother Thomas of Hereford appro- 
priately addressed the young people assem- 
bled. And in the evening brother Blackmore 
of Kington preached an evangelical discourse 
to the church and congregation. The attend- 
ance throughout the day was numerous, and 
the enjoyment of it will not be soon forgotten. 


CHESTERTON, NEAR CAMBRIDGE, 


On Wednesday morning, June the 26th, 
after an intréductory discourse by the Rev. 
Charles Stovel, a baptist church was formed 
in this place. It contains fourteen members, 
most of whom were dismissed from the church 
in Cambridge under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. R. Roff. The ordination of Mr. J. 
Roberts, late of Horton College, as pastor of 
the newly formed church, took place in the 
afternoon, The Rey. E. L. Forster of Stony 
Stratford proposed the usual questions, and 
received the confession of faith; the Rev. 
J. H. Brooks of Ridgmount offered the ordi- 
nation prayer, and the Rey. J. Acworth, 
A.M., president of Horton College, Bradford, 
delivered the charge. In the evening the 
Rey. R. Roff addressed the members of the 
church in a discourse founded upon 1 Thess, 
v. 12,13. The Rev. Messrs. Flood of Mel- 
bourne, Cantlow of Shelford, Thodey, inde- 
pendent, of Cambridge, and other ministers in 
the neighbourhood, took part in the interest- 
ing solemnities of the day. On the preceding 
evening the New British School Rooms and 
vestry, attached to the chapel, were opened: 
they are so arranged as to afford accommoda- 
tion for the sabbath school children at public 
worship on the Lord’s day, and it is hoped 
that the schools to be conducted in them by 
two of the members of the new church, who 


have been trained in the Borough Road. 


Institution, will prove eminently conducive 
to the prosperity of this infant cause, 


WHITE’S ROW, PORTSEA. 


The Rev. Henry Williams, late pastor of 
the English baptist church, Brecon, having 
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church and: congregation at White’s Row, 
Portsea, entered upon his labours the 30th 
of June, 1844. 


NAUNTON, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


The Rev. Edward Neale of Headington, 
near Oxford, has accepted a unanimous invita- 
tion of the church at Naunton, Gloucester- 
shire, to become their pastor, and purposes 
(».¥.) to enter upon his office in September. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. PETER SWINTON. 


This excellent man was born Dec. 12, 
1755, in the neighbourhood of Hill Cliff, 
near Warrington. His childhood and youth 
passed away without any remarkable occur- 
rence. He was brought to the knowledge of 
himself as a sinner, and to the reception of 
Christ as his Saviour, when about thirty years 
of age, through the instrumentality of the late 
John Thompson, who was a remarkably 
zealous and useful preacher of the gospel. He 
had been in connexion with the Wesleyan 
Methodists, but from reading the word of 
God, without an acquaintance with any bap- 
tists, he was led to doubt the truth of some 
sentiments he held, and following the convic- 
tions of his mind, he was immersed on a pro- 
fession of his faith in Jesus Christ. As he 
gained his livelihood by teaching a day school 
at Latchford, a place in the immediate vicin- 
ity of the town of Warrington, his school- 
room was appropriated to the spread of the 
light of life. Here he preached the word with 
great success. Numbers were attracted to 
hear the word from his lips, and the power of 
the Spirit being manifested, he had the plea- 
sure of administering the sacred ordinance to 
many individuals at different times. 

Amongst some of the earliest was our 
deceased friend. He was baptized in the 
night; so great was the public feeling at that 
time against the ordinance, that it was judged 
improper to attend to it at any other time. 
A trustee of the Hill Cliff Chapel, which had 
been closed for many years, but where there 
is reason to believe there had been a baptist 
church as early as the year 1600, hearing of 
what was going on at Latchford, came to hear 
the word in the school-room; and being satis- 
fied with the minister and character of the 
people, gave up the premises into their hands 
for the payment of the small sum of £13 15s. 
A church was formed, and our friend was 
chosen one of the deacons. This was in the 
year 1792, * eS 

__ This office he sustained to the end of his 
life, a period of more than fifty years; and all 
who knew him can bear testimony that he 


accepted the unanimous invitation of the used the office of a deacon well, He was 
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stedfast in his adherence to the cause, regular 
in his attendance on the means of grace, and 
ever exhibited a peaceful and conciliatory 
disposition. The prosperity of the church 
lay near his heart. Through life this was 
exhibited in the whole of his conduct. The 
prayer meeting was seldom held without see- 
ing his face, and hearing his voice; if ever 
absent the conviction was, that something 
serious had occurred. When eighty-eight 
years of age he regularly attended four services 
in the house of God on the sabbath day: the 
early prayer meeting, besides three times on 
the ministry of the word. In every church 
there are difficulties, and they who sustain 
office have to feel them most. But our 
friend never swerved ; he stood by the church 
when the floods of opposition were most 
violent, and many deserted it. His prayers 
were heard, his labours blessed, and he saw 
Zion prosper ere he was called to his reward. 
His brother John, for some years before his 
death, was pastor of the church, and he has 
left a son who at present is one of the pastors 
of the baptist church at Little Leigh, 

His last affliction was short. In it he was 
greatly supported. Christ was his hope and 
confidence when sinking in the arms of death. 
His prospects rested on the blood and righ- 
teousness of Christ. He murmured not: the 
will of the Lord, he said, was best, and to 
that will he patiently bowed. A few hours 
before his death, whilst sitting up in bed, his 
breathing being difficult, and the tear rolling 
down his furrowed cheek, in answer to a 
question as to the state of his mind, in broken 
accents, he said, “I am quite comfortable. 
‘God shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes,’”’ Soon after he was called away in the 
possession of the cheering hope of the pro- 
mised rest. 


REV. 


Died at Hetton, January the 16th, 1844, 
Mr, W. Gretreix, aged 72, formerly pastor of 
the baptist church, Sans Street, Sunderland. 
He lived a life of faith, characterized with the 
fruits of holiness, and thus in a good old age 
died in peace, when he was removed from 
this scene of trial to those mansions Jesus 
hath prepared, 


WILLIAM GRETREIX. 


REY. THOMAS WILLIAMS. 


Died, June the 27th, 1844, at Penlan, near 
Mydrim, aged 74, the Rev. Thomas Williams, 
the minister of the baptist church assembling 
at Salem and Enon, in the county of Car- 
marthen. He was received a member at 
Salem above fifty years ago, and has been its 
faithful and indefatigable minister for forty- 
three years, On the Tuesday after his death 
a great number collected to attend his re- 
mains to his long home, ‘The Rey. D, Wil- 
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liams prayed at Penlan, and Rev. T. Wil- 
liams, Lanstephan, preached from Heb. xiii. 
7. In Salem Chapel the Rev. Benjamin 
Thomas, Narberth, preached from 2 Tim. iv. 
7, 8; and the Rev. H. W. Jones, Carmarthen, 
delivered an address at the grave, in which he 
delineated the most distinguishing features 
of his character, as pure in his deportment, 
affectionate as a parent and husband, un- 
wearied as a pastor, and ready to administer 
relief to the sick and the afflicted, which 
failed not to gain for him great and universal 
esteem, : 


MR, W. KNIGHT, 


Died at Bishampton, May the 27th, Mr. 
William Knight, in the nineteenth year of his 
age ; a consistent member of the baptist 
church, Pershore. As a Christian his pro- 
fession and conduct bore a pleasing testimony 
to the reality of his faith, and as his life had 
been calm and tranquil, so his death was 
serene and peaceful; he spoke of the event 
with all calmness imaginable, knowing in 
whom he had believed; and as he lived in 
the fear and service of God, so he died in the 
exercise of that faith which, realizing the 
divine presence, makes the chamber of death 
the gate of heayen, 


MRS, T. D, KNIGHT, 


On sabbath morning, the 30th day of June, 
at 26, Aldergate Street, London, at the age of 
sixty-seven years, Mary, the beloved wife of 
Mr. Thomas D. Knight, was suddenly removed 
by apoplexy from this world to that abode 
where the sabbath never ends. It was the 
privilege and happiness of Mrs, Knight, in 
very early life, to choose the better part which 
can never be taken away. About the year 
1791 she openly professed her attachment to 
Christ, and became a member of the church 
in South Street, Exeter, then under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. William Clarke, 
formerly of Unicorn Yard, London; but in 
the year 1799, removing to Battersea, she 
joined the church over which the late Rev. 


Joseph Hughes was pastor, and of which sha-— 


continued a consistent member until her 
decease. 
GEORGE DEANE, ESQ. « 
July the 25th, at his house, Clapton 
Square, Hackney, George Deane, Esq., in his 
seventy-second year. About fifty years ago 
he was baptized by the late Rev. Joseph 
Swain at Walworth; and was, for a consider- 
able period, one of the deacons of the baptist 
church there, during the pastorate of the Rey. 
John Chin, His end was exceedingly tran- 
quil, and his faith and hope in the precious 
gospel unwavering, 
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REY. T. WATTS, 


The late pastor of the baptist church at 
Streatham, in the Isle of Ely, was born at 
Cottenham, September the 22nd, 1777. In 
early life he was gay and thoughtless. About 
the age of twenty-six, his mind became deeply 
impressed under a sermon preached by Mr. 
Stephen. of London. From that period he 
became a man of prayer, a devout Christian. 
He was eminent for piety, had a singularly 
pleasing gift in prayer, and lived much under 
the influence of divine grace. He entered the 
ministry about 1820 at Waterbeach, where he 
laboured about three years. He then removed 
to Oakington, where he became the pastor of 
the church, and continued with them about 
twelve years. Not seeing his labours blessed 
as he desired, he complied with an invitation 
from the church at Streatham, where he 
continued till his last illness. He bore his 
affliction with great patience and resignation. 
He died at Cottenham, June the 5th, 1844, 
in the sixty-seventh year of his age, leaving a 
widow and five children to lament his loss. 


MR. WILLIAM BALLARD, SENIOR. 


A member of the church assembling ‘in the 
Lower chapel, Ock Street, Abingdon, departed 
this life on Friday morning, July the 19th, 
1844. He had been for upwards of forty 
years a member of the above church, and 
during a great part of that period he held the 
office of deacon. He was in his sixty-fourth 
year. During his last painful illness he en- 
joyed abundantly the consolations of religion, 
and his end was peace. A short time before 
his death he forwarded to his fellow Christians 
a kind message, exhorting them to continue 
in the grace of God, and to avoid worldly 

‘alliances. He died, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 


FS 
MISCELLANEA. . 
PROFITS OF THE MAGAZINE. 
The half-yearly distribution of the profits 


took place on the fifth of July, when the 
following sums were voted :— 


Recommended by 
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BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the committee of this 
society, held at the Mission House, July 
11, 1844, it was resolved to commence opera- 
tions by placing out three students as soon as 
the necessary arrangements can be made. 
The committee feel encouraged to proceed 
by the pecuniary assistance already rendered 
them, and still more by the numerous testi- 
monies of approbation of their plan, and pro- 
mises of support which they have received : 
they confidently hope, when once the work is 
begun, that the society will receive such sup- 
port as shall enable them continually to in- 
crease the number of the students. 

Subscriptions and donations will be thank- 
fully received by the treasurer, Joseph 
Fletcher, Esq., Union Dock, Limehouse; or 
at Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, Tritton and Co, 
Bankers, Lombard Street, All other commu- 
nications to be addressed to the secretaries, 
the Rev. J. Cox of Woolwich, or Rev. John 
Statham of Reading, Berks.. 


The following are the regulations respecting 


candidates for admission : 


“ That every candidate for the Christian minis- 
try, who shall be desirous of enjoying the benefits 
of this society, shall be recommended by the church 
to which he belongs ‘as having a good moral charac- 
ter, and as possessed of real piety ;’ and also by two 
baptist ministers, one of them being the pastor of 
the church, if the church has a pastor at the time, 
‘as fitted by natural endowments and spiritual quali- 
fications, to receive instruction with a view to the 
ministry of the gospel.’ 


“That every candidate shall submit to such — 


examinations, or trial of gifts, as the committee 
shall think proper. or mE 
“That the candidate, when approved by the 
committee, shall be placed under the care of a bap- 
tist minister (such minister not being the pastor of 
the church to which the candidate belongs) for three 
months on probation ; and if, at the expiration of 
that term, the tutor report favourably, he shall be 
continued under his care as long as the committee 
shall direct ; but that, except in special cases, the 
term of study shall not exceed two years. 
mise to submit 


“That every candidate shall 
to such regulations as may be: for the preserya- 
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tion of order in the family by the tutor under whose 
care he shall be placed; and to undertake such en- 
gagements as may be allotted to him by the tutor, 
in preaching or otherwise, in order to the improye- 
ment and useful application of his gifts, 

“That the instruction given by the tutors shall 
comprise the principles of biblical interpretation, 
theology, ecclesiastical history, the composition of 
sermons, pastoral duties, and such other branches of 
knowledge as may be deemed most useful. 

“That whenever practicable, the candidate or 
his friends shall be expected to furnish a proportion 
of the expense of his board and education.” 


BAPTIST FUND. 


At a meeting of the managers of the Bap- 
tist Fund, held at the Mission House, Moor- 
gate Street, 9th of July, 1844, the Rev. 
James Smith in the chair, it was unanimously 
resolved :-— 

“ That the fundees have, with deep regret, 
received the report of the“decease of Joseph 
Gutteridge, Esq., of Denmark Hill, which 
took place on the 5th of May, 1844, and in 
the ninety-second year of his age. Although 
his devotion to the cause of Christ in general, 
and particularly to the interest of the baptist 
denomination—the continuance of his faith 
and hope through a public profession, main- 
tained without blemish for sixty-seven years, 
through many trials and to an advanced age— 
and the peace with which his long and useful 
life was terminated, demand from believers 
gratitude to God, and encourage them to be 
faithful and stedfast in every department of 
Christian, duty and privilege ; this act of di- 
vine providence has subjected his relatives 
and friends to a painful bereavement, and 
withdrawn from the operations of this society 
one of its most active and efficient supporters. 

“Mr. Gutteridge became a manager of this 
fund in 1794, and was chosen one of its 
treasurers in 1798. Its annual income from 
funded property was then about £500. From 
that? time until his death, a period ‘of forty- 
six years, he continued to take the greatest 
interest in its proceedings and welfare. He 
deeply sympathized in its objects, rejoiced 
over the relief it afforded to poor but faithful 
ministers, he attended to its business with un- 
wearying constancy, and principally through 
his own influence and management saw its 
annual income from funded property raised 
to upwards of £2,000. The remembrance of 
his prudence, candour, and persevering ac- 
tivity in the conduct of their business, will 
endear his memory to all the fundees who 
were associated with him in this labour, and 
nothing could reconcile them to his departure 
but the reverence they owe to the divine will, 
and the confident hope they entertain of his 
increased happiness. In recording those feel- 
ings so justly due to the memory of their 
departed friend, the fundees hereby request 
their secretary to give the strongest assurance 
of their sympathy to his bereaved relatives, 
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MELKSHAM, 


On Thursday, June the 14th, about seventy 
persons took tea together in the Forest Chapel, 
near Melksham; after which several ministers 
expressed in short and suitable addresses, their 
respect and regard for, and regret at, Mr. 
Russell’s intended removal. . J. L. Phillips, 
Esq., who took the chair, assured Mr. Rus- 
sell of an interest in the prayers of his peo- 
ple, and Mr. Russell very affectionately ex- 
horted all present to love one another, and 
remember him in their supplications at a 
throne of grace, promising to bear them in 
mind when he sought God’s blessing. 

On Thursday, June the 21st, Mr. Russell 
met nearly all the members in our large 
school-room, and took tea with them. After 
tea, a few friends made some observations on 
the peace and harmony which the church 
here has enjoyed since the pastor just about 
to leave us had’settled over us; and the im- 
portance of Christian charity in our inter- 
course with each other; and especially in the 
selection of another minister. All present 
seemed deeply affected. 

On Lord’s day, June the 23rd, the farewell 
sermons were preached at Forest in the after- 
noon, and in the large chapel in the evening. 
The following hymn was sung on the occa- 
sion :— 

Servant of Christ, farewell! 
May God thy course prolong ! 
Go, and to sinners tell 
What claims to God belong : 


And may his grace attend the sound, 
To quicken many souls around. 


Servant of Christ, farewell ! 
May grace attend thy way 
To snatch mankind from hell— 
To teach God’s saints to pray : 
To build a house to Jesus’s praise, 
That fair shall stand to distant days. 


Servant of Christ, farewell ! 

Nor may thy labours cease 
Till thou hast seen full well 

The Sayiour’s church increase; 
Fixed on a rock that never moves, 
But like a bulwark ever proves. 


Servant of Christ, farewell ! 

Our prayers thy course attend ; 
Our love unchangeable 

Shall with our wishes blend: 
Believing this, although we part, 
We yet shall still be joined in heart, 
Once more, dear friend, farewell! 

May we who here remain, 
Not live insensible, 

Nor show past labour vain ; 
But prove when Christ himself comes down, 
Thy great reward, thy joy, thy crown ! 


— 


= 
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HENLEY-IN-ARDEN, - 


Mr. J. Clarke, who had been in connexion 
with the primitive methodists as a travelling 
preacher for eleven years, was baptized by 
the Rev. W. C. Bottomley on Lord’s day, 


June the 30th, and received into the baptist 
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church at Henley-in-Arden. In the evening 
he preached from Isaiah viii. 20, “ To the law 
and to the testimony.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS. 


The committee of the West London 
Auxiliary Sunday School Union, has issued 
a circular from which we cheerfully give the 
following extract :— 


“The committee wish to draw the atten- 
tion of ministers, deacons, and members of 
churches, as well as superintendents, secre- 
taries, and teachers of Sunday schools, to the 
following subjects. 

“Jst, The necessity of establishing efficient 
and well conducted bible classes for young 
persons, in connexion with every sabbath 
school. 

“2nd. The formation of suitable lending 
libraries for young people and scholars of 
Sunday schools. 

“ 3rd. The establishment of classes for the 
youngest scholars in the school, upon the 
collective system. 

“ Tt is well known that there is a feeling 
very generally entertained by senior scholars, 
that they are too old for the usual classes of 
the sunday school; this feeling, for the want 
of proper oversight and direction, too fre- 
quently estranges the affections of the youth, 
first from the school and then from the 
teachers ; and for the want of a suitable 
class in which to place these young people, 
they are led to seek employment and pleasure 
in forbidden, degrading, and sinful objects; 
and thus the youth, once the joy and hope of 
the pious teacher, is lost to the school and the 
church, and too often found sunk in depths 
of crime, degradation, and misery. The bible 
class for senior scholars does appear to be the 
great desideratum for checking the increase of 
vice in some of its varied forms, by retaining 
the youth of our sabbath schools, by transfer- 
ring them from a lower to a more matured 
nursery of the church, where their minds are 
brought into close contact with the truth, and 
therefore more likely to become impressed 
with the importance of seeking redemption 
through the blood of the Lamb; and when 
thus prepared, they have become fit candi- 
dates for admission to the church of Christ. 

“In order to command the serious atten- 
tion, due respect, and filial affection, of the 
members of the bible class, it requires~a 


teacher of a superior mind, and more than 


common attainments ; ‘apt to teach,’ and 
devoted to the work; with the mind imbued 
with love to God, and an undying zeal for the 
salvation of the soul. In the hand of such a 
person what would not the bible class be- 
come? It would emphatically be the nur- 
sery of the church; a source from whence 
would flow our future well trained teachers 
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for the succeeding generation; it would sup- 
ply arduous self-denying members for the 
Christian church; it would be the means of 
raising up a faithful band of labourers, to 
carry forth the glad tidings of salvation, not 
only through our own metropolis, nor happy 
island merely, but over the entire globe. 

* Tn connexion with the bible classes, it is 
desired to draw your attention to the necessity 
of providing suitable works for the perusal of 
these young people, and also for the youths 
in the reading classes of the school. These 
books will greatly tend to form the taste for 
intellectual, moral, and religious reading; and 
will take the place of works of a light and. 
doubtful, if not of a decidedly irreligious 
character. 

“The committee of the Sunday School 
Union, having considered the great benefits 
resulting to the children, from a well-selected 
lending library, have in consequence been 
induced to make a selection of such books as 
are most likely to be of the greatest use in 
such libraries, and in order to assist schools in 
needy circumstances in purchasing a library, 
have resolved to let such schools, upon suit- 
able recommendation, have 


A LIBRARY OF THE VALUE OF 
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“Tt is therefore in the power of eve 
Sunday school to possess a library of choice 
and valuable works for the home use of the 
scholars. 

“ Before closing these brief observations, it 
may be necessary to say, that in several 


‘sabbath schools in this auxiliary, an experi- 


ment has been tried to teach the children of 
the lowest classes upon the collective system, 
similar to that adopted. in infant day schools, 
The plan has succeeded admirably, and ex- 
ceeded the sanguine expectations of its warm- 
est promoters.” 


— 
RESIGNATIONS, 


Mr. J. P. Briscoe, pastor of the second 
baptist church, Boston, Lincolnshire, and 
author of an essay on the Sacrifice of Christ, — 
has resolved on the resignation of his present 
pastoral charge, and is open to an invitation 
from any destitute church. — 


We understand that Mr. John Bane, 
author AY Reciprocal te &e., &c., has 
resigned his pastorate oyer the baptist church 
in Aylsham, Norfolk, os > y 
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MARRIAGES. 


At the baptist chapel, Waltham Abbey, by the 
Rey. James Hargreaves, July the 10th, Mr. Josrepu 
Freeman of Stratford, to Miss ELLEN Hersee of 
Waltham Abbey. 


At the baptist chapel, Guilsborough, Northamp- 
tonshire, by the Rey. William Cherry, June the 20th, 
Mr. Jos Wrtrorp of Naseby, to Miss CARoLINE 
Everarp, only daughter of Mr. John Everard of 
Naseby Lodge. 


Ze 


At the baptist chapel, Rawden, by the Rey. W. 
Liddell, July the 16th, Mr. Toomas Sreap of Brad- 
ford, to HANNAH, youngest daughter of Mr. Michaol 
Binuinessy of Bowling Iron Works. 

At the baptist chapel, Chesterton, by the Rev. J. 
Roberts, June the 22nd, Mr. ALFRED IBBERSON, to 
Miss E, Turret, both of Chesterton. 

At the baptist chapel, Mill Bay, Folkstone, by the 
Rey. D. Parkins, June the 25th, 1844, Mr. Joun 
VINCENT ALLEN of Doyer, to Miss Exizapeta 
Forrest of Folkstone; 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 


PROFITS OF THE SELECTION. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear Sir,—I have very great pleasure 
in informing you that the trustees of the 
Selection Hymn Book have just voted up- 
wards of £180 from the profits arising from 
its sale during the year 1843, to the widows 
and orphans of ministers and missionaries of 
the baptist denomination, a list of which we 
hope you will oblige us by publishing in the 
September magazine. 

The late Mr. Ivimey once said to me, “ If 
the Baptist Magazine was only brown paper, 
every one in the denomination should take it 
for the sake of the widows.” The remark 
would equally apply to the Selection Hymn 
Book; but I congratulate you that your book 
and ours are both so well worth their cost that 
every purchaser may rejoice that he is not 
only helping the widow, but that he has 
obtained the most ample value for his money. 
Upon looking at the progress of the Selection 
among our churches, I am exceedingly glad 
to see its sale is constantly increasing as it 
becomes known, and the result is, that the 
trustees can increase their grants to the 
widows. During the first fourteen years of 
its publication we distributed upwards of 
£1600, and now the fifteenth year has 
passed, we have exceeded £1800. The 
trustees from the first felt it their duty 
to make the largest votes to the widows 
of those ministers who introduced the book 
into their congregations; and as those have 
necessarily increased, so the trustees have 
been less disposed to listen to the applications 
of parties who can have no claim upon them; 
and on the other hand they have been al- 
ways concerned to let the churches see that 
by using the Selection they were making 
some provision for the widows of their pas- 
tors, in case they should need it. The ex- 
penses of management are under £2 per 
annum, so that it may be fairly said that the 
whole of the profits are given away. Some 
of your readers may feel an interest in know- 
ing that more than one hundred and forty 
thousand copies haye been sold, and upwards 


of twelve thousand during the past year, so 
that the book has evidently a strong hold on 
the affections of the denomination. 
I remain, dear sir, 
Yours truly, 
ALEX. SAUNDERS, Sec. 
170, Regent Street, July, 1844, 


AGED AND INFIRM MINISTER’S SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My prar Sir,—At the annual meeting of 
the Society for Aged or Infirm Baptist Minis- 
ters, held at Bristol on the 25th of June last, 
the Rey. Joshua Russell was requested to 
continue in the office of secretary for another 
year, with the understanding that all letters 
and communications should be sent to me at 
Melksham, to which he has kindly assented. 
Allow me to state two or three reasons why 
this society is worthy of greater support from 
the ministers and laity of our denomination 
than it has hitherto received :— 

1. As to ministers; the beneficiary mem- 
bers have, in accordance with the rules, a legal 
and vested right to their share of the annual 
income whenever either by age or infirmity 
they are entitled to claim, which right is 
wholly independent of the will of the com- 
mittee. 

2, The number of beneficiary members 
at present is only one hundred and twenty- 
six, who each contribute their guinea a year, 
making £132 6s.; whereas the amount di- 
vided this year was £232 11s. 9d., besides an 
investment of £250 three per cent. 
showing that it must be an advantageous 
society for ministers to enter. 

3. Our ministers and laity should consider 


that by the aid of this and similar societies, if ~~ 


well supported, all our infirm and inefficient 
ministers might be so far provided for as to 
induce them to relinquish their charge to 
younger and more efficient men, or to have 


such associated with them in the service of — 


their Divine Master. 

It is well known that many an interest in 
our denomination languishes and decays, from 
the worthy minister who has worn out in our 
service being obliged to continue his pastor- 
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ate for the maintenance of himself and family. 
This ought not to be; but we are not justified 
in condemning a worthy and perhaps once 
successful minister on this account, till by 
contributing to this or a similar institution, 
we provide the means for his support. I 
shall be happy to forward the report for 
1844, which is just printed, with the rules, to 
any friend who may kindly wish it. If from 
the lapse of time or-change of circumstances 
any new rule may be required, such new rule, 
when carried at an annual meeting, must be 
sent to each beneficiary member for their 
approval, and if a majority approve, the new 
rule will become law at the succeeding annual 
meeting. Your valuable miscellany being 
essentially a denominational one, has em- 
boldened me to occupy so much space for so 
truly a denominational object. 
I am, dear sir, with much esteem, 
Yours faithfully, 
J. L. Puriiies. 
Melksham, July 17, 1844. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The hearts of twenty-seven widows — 
widows of men who spent their lives in 
seeking the good of our churches with very 
inadequate pecuniary recompense—vwill be 
gladdened by the half-yearly distribution of 
the profits of this magazine, the particulars 
of which a preceding page specifies. Ninety- 
eight pounds were apportioned by the pro- 
prietors, at their meeting in the beginning of 
July, to these deserving objects of Christian 
kindness, who were formerly partakers of 
their husbands’ privations, and to whom now 
even a little help is important. Many of our 
correspondents have asked a question within 
the last few months, which we may advan- 
tageously take this opportunity to answer, 
Kind inquiries have been received from many 
quarters, whether the sale of the magazine 
has been injuted by the competitors for the 
support of the denomination which have 
recently arisen. It has not been diminished 
as much as might have been reasonably ex- 
pected from their number and diversified 
claims; but we regret to say that our sale is 
not now quite as large as it was last year. 
Till this year, the sale of the series com- 
menced in 1838 had been gradually rising; 
but now the number sold is rather smaller 
than it was twelve months ago. The 
monthly remittance to the proprietors isin 
consequence decreased; and when the time 


- for the next half-yearly distribution comes, 


cne or two widows will experience disap- 
pointment. It does not become us to exhort 
or moralize on the occasion; the reader, with 
the fact before him, can draw inferences for 
himself. The fact, we do not think it right 
to conceal. Public interests seem to demand 
the statement, though it is one that it is not 


pleasing to make; and, as we announced from 
time to time the increase of the funds at the 
disposal of the proprietors, candour requires 
this avowal. 


Since the Missionary Herald went to press 
—in which reference will be found to very 
shameful proceedings in the Bahamas—the 
secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society 
has received from the colonial office an as- 
surance that Lord Stanley feels it incumbent 
on him to transmit a copy of the statement to 
the governor of the Bahamas for his report. 
In the mean time, we trust that throughout 
the country intercession will be made for our 
oppressed and injured brethren, especially at. 
the prayer meeting on the first Monday even- 
ing in the month, that they may be richly 
endued with the wisdom which they need, 
and that the trials they have been called to 
sustain may be overruled for the furtherance 
of the gospel. 


England never suffers materially from dry 
weather; and we have new cause for grati- 
tude in the abundance of the crops with 
which the country is now laden. But in 
Jamaica, the long continued drought, com- 
bined with the monetary difficulties under 
which the colony has been for some time 
labouring, is producing much distress ; this 
affects severely the classes of whom our 
churches are composed, and we regret to 
learn is occasioning such serious incon- 
yeniences to some of their pastors, as call for 
British sympathy, 


In a letter from Mr. Johnston of Cupar is 
the foliowing passage, which was prepared for 
the printer some months ago, but accidentally 
omitted :—“ It is said that Sir William Sin- 
clair of Heiss, the first Scottish baptist of 
modern times, was baptized in England. It 
must have been somewhere about one hun- 
dred years ago. Could any of your corre- 


‘spondents let me know from church books, . 


or any other source, where, by whom, and 
the precise date when, he was baptized, or of 
what church he was a member? It is most 
likely to have been in London. I would 
thank you, Mr. Editor, to insert this query 
in your valuable magazine, and would be 


glad if any who know any particulars regard- _ 


ing Sir William would communicate them.” 


The first volume of the Wycliffe Society’s 
publications, containing select writings of 
Wycliffe, under the editorship" of the Rev. 
Dr. Vaughan of Lancashire College, is in the 
press, and will be ready for delivery to sub- 
scribers in the ensuing autumn. . 


As some correspondents are accustomed to 
forward their letters to the editor’s private 
residence, it is necessary to say that he has 
removed from the house he has occupied the 
last three years, and that his address now is, 
24, Acron Pace, Kinestanp Roap, 
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ASIA. 


JALCUTTA. 


At the time of our most recent advices from Calcutta, the lives of all our mis- 


sionaries had been preserved, in the midst of prevailing pestilence. 


Cholera and 


small pox had been raging, and great numbers of Europeans, as well as natives, 
had fallen. The police returns of deaths in Calcutta alone, for February and 


March, were more than 20,000 ! 


This has been an awful year for cholera. 
Blessed be God, however, that all the mis- 
sionaries have hitherto been preserved. Truly 
it is not the least part of a missionary’s trials 
to be living in a place where he is per- 
petually seeing his fellow-crzatures smitten 
down before him in a moment, and where he 
cannot help fearing that the next dart that 
flies may strike himself down, or some other 
that may be near and dear to him. It is 


Mr. Leslie writes thus, May 14th :— 


believed that not less than between forty and 
fifty thousand died in Calcutta alone during 
the months of April and March,—among 
whom were many of our countrymen. We 
have lost one or two most valuable members 
of our baptist community. All the mission- 
aries are pretty well, excepting Dr. Yates, who 
is at present laid down on his couch. I hope, 
however, that he is not seriously ill. He has 
often similar attacks to the present. 


AAURAH. 


Mr. Morgan writes as follows :— 


Since the commencement of the present 
year, I have baptized three persons, two of 
whom are natives, and the third a respectable 
English lad, only fourteen years of age, who 
has attended the bible class for about two 
years. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning an in- 
stance of maternal cruelty that came under 
my notice :~late on a certain evening, while 
I was going to invite children to school from 
house to house, I saw something wrapped in 
a cloth under a tree.. Upon inquiry, I found 
that it was a child about a week old. ‘The 
mother said, It will die: I am too ill to nurse 


it, and too poor to buy it milk. I said to the 
neighbours, How is it that aoe do not help 
her? They said, We are all poor, and it is 
not our business. I supplied the immediate 
wants of the woman, and afterwards saw the 
child doing well. The truth is this, the 
woman is a widow, and they all wished the 
child to die. This is a single instance of 
what I am afraid is a common occurrence in 
this country. 

The more I know of the native character 
and its fearful depravity, the more I feel my 
obligation to bring within their reach the only 
effectual remedy for the moral disease of man. 


DINAGEPORE. 
A letter from Mr. Smylie, dated April 28rd, coutains the following observations :— 


God is silently but surely working the 
death of the idols of India, I cannot men- 
tion the time when I saw a brahman, pundit, 
or Hindu of any caste foolhardy enough to 
step forward and attempt to defend a stock or 
astone. So far the victory appears to be our 
God’s; we are nevertheless awfully humbled 


to see that the Holy Spirit is not yet poured|them. Several persons, both Hindus and 


out from on high.’ We are in the valley of 
dry bones; but the deliverance of man from 


the bondage of sin may come just as un- 
expectedly as did that*of the Jews from 
Babylon. 

The Hindus have seldom any thing to say ; 
they receive books, and many of them read 
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Musalmans, have called at our house, wishing 
to be admitted; but as I do not seein them the 
spirit I could wish, I have advised them to 
consider what they are doing, and not to 
deceive themselves. The man that would 
say India is what it was ten years ago, must 
either have lost all recollection or all reason. 

The Musalmans evidently feel the dying 
pangs of a sinking cause. ‘They have begun 
to have meetings in the town of Dinagepore 
twice a week. I am told at those meetings 
they-are taught some kinds of prayer, and 
above all to beware of viafar padires. This 
might be expected, because they have nothing 
to fear from Hinduism. 

They have now begun to print and sell 
books, several of which I have seen. They 
are not the kind the people need. They are 
not calculated to inform the mind in any 
thing that is good or useful. They are well 
adapted to irritate and provoke the mind to a 
contempt for every thing which is really holy. 
One of them now before me shows their con- 
tempt for Christianity and love for their own 
way. They try to defend themselves in the 
following manner :—the prophets had more 
than one woman, so may we. To this I have 
told them, that the prophets were mere in- 
struments through whom the word of God 
was handed to us. We do not make saviours 
of them in any one way ; we are not to copy 
their infirmities, but their good actions. Mo- 
ses did not choose more than one companion ; 
why not follow him in this thing? But 
without going to the prophets, your own con- 
sciences condemn you in many things, and if 
you do not find a Saviour before death, God 
will surely justify that condemnation, In 
another place they say that the Jews de- 
manded a miracle of our Lord, but as he 
could not produce one, he answered, “‘ As 
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Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly, so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth.” They say this passage proves 
that Christ could not work a miracle, while it 
actually contains a revelation of the greatest 
of all miracles. They go on to say, Christians 
are as bad as we. They keep women; and if 
they do not eat opium, they drink, If they 
have not dancing women, they have a theatre, 
which is the same thing. They have taken 
our lands from us, and what more can they 
do? Go teach them before you come to 
us. All this has been answered, but the 
more clear the evidences against them are, 
the more furious they become. We do teach 
our own countrymen, and the Saviour we 
offer to you, we offer to them; and if you will 
sin together, you must go to hell together. 
Sin is sin, whether in you or them. Their 
name will not save them, nor will your being 
called the followers of the faithful, and true 
believers, save you. A Saviour and Mediator 
you must have, and that Saviour and Mediator 
must be holy in all things. He must be able 
not only to redeem you from Satan’s power 
and dominion, but to make you holy; not 
only to make you holy, but to reconcile you 
to God from whom man has fallen. We are 
altogether-gone from God’s likeness, and have 
chosen the likeness of Satan. But act like 
men ; go to those with whom you find fault ; 
tell them your minds as you tell it me, but do 
it in a proper spirit, not in wrath and abuse. 
Ridicule and abuse are no argument; it is 
no evidence of a thing being true. When I 
first heard these arguments I was not aware 
they had appeared in print; I however told 
the man who used them, they were not his, 
nor of Musalman origin, but taught by some 
European. 


JESSORE. 


The following account of a tour in this populous district, which lies to the east 


of Calcutta, is from Mr. Parry :-— 


Through mercy we returned yesterday after 
an absence of about seven weeks, the greater 
part of which period we spent in visiting the 
churches to the south. I went out beyond 
my usual route to preach the gospel to the 
heathens at Gop4l-ganj, situated about sixty 
miles to the N. E. of this place. I spent 
two days in the above named place, and 
preached there on a market day to a large 
number of auditors, and distributed with 
some exertion about three hundred tracts and 
gospels. I found the people unusually eager 
to obtain books. I was occupied fully for 
three hours in supplying the applicants with 


tracts, With a few exceptions, all who took 


tracts could read, and I hope some who were~ 
incapable of reading, will learn the contents 
of the tracts they took, by getting their friends 
to read them, and listening to the instructions 


ae 


which the tracts contain. I was glad to find ~ 


both Hindus and Muhammadans quiet and 
attentive to my message. I endeavoured to 
spread the light of the gospel amongst the in- 
habitants of the villages near Gopal-ganj. 
Some of them appeared rather shy, as they 
had never seen a person of my description 
traversing through the villages, But when I 
entered into a familiar conversation with one 
or two persons, others took courage and ap- 
proached me, and I had the pe of 
F 
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instructing a good number. I was addressing 
a few auditors by the side of a road, and 
some proposed to me to sit down and they 
would do the same, but another person in- 
vited me to go over to his house. I complied 
with his polite invitation, and all my hearers 
followed me. I was conducted to a small 
house which is used for accommodating vi- 
sitors, The house was soon filled with young 
and old men, who all-seemed very desirous to 
hear what I had to say. I spoke for about 
amhour, and alJl listened with great attention 
to my exhortation ; and some said that I 
spoke the truth, and others, that I gave very 
good instructions. I observed a feeling of 
approbation pervading all my auditors. After 
leaving Gopal-ganj I stopped near the village 
of Suchidaha for a day, and preached for 
about four hours in the village, and for about 
two hours in the market on the opposite side 
of the river. In both places I had the pleasure 
of teaching a great many poor blind heathens 
who perhaps had never heard of Jesus Christ 
before. In itinerating in this village I found 
the inhabitants, though not shy as those near 
Gop4l-ganj, yet surprised to see me going 
about the village, and anxious to know the 
object of my visit. They soon found out, 
when I commenced conversing with some 
who approached me, that I had come for the 
purpose of instructing them. I found the 
people in general attentive, while I addressed 
them. Some seemed to think that what I 
said was very good, while others thought that 
my instructions were contrary to their own 
faith, and therefore they could not approve of 
them. The natives in these parts are all of 
the Ch4r4l caste, and Muhammadans; and 
I am sorry to say very ignorant, much more 
so than the natives of other parts of the dis- 
trict. I found very few who could read. I 
inquired, and learnt that there was not a 
single school in these parts. In the market I 
could not distribute more than forty or fifty 
tracts. Had~the generality of people been 
able to read, I could have distributed in such 
a large market as it was, a thousand tracts in 
a few hours. J met in the market and in the 
village only about four or five brahmans, 
One of them appeared to be intelligent, and 
pretty free from bigotry: and he seemed to 
approve sincerely of the divine truths I in- 
culcated, He was quite delighted with a 
copy of the Pentateuch which I gave him ; 
he prized it so much that when a Ch4ral (a 
disciple of his I suppose) wished to have_a 
sight of the precious volume, he was afraid to 
let him take it into his hands, telling him that 
he was too ignorant to know the value of 
such a book. I also met with another intel- 
ligent brahmin, who after listening to my 
instructions with attention, accepted of a copy 
of the New Testament. 

With respect to the churches in the south, 
Tam happy to say that all the members and 


native teachers seem to be desirous of main- 
taining their profession. I wish heartily that 
the Christians would be more diligent and 
regular in their attendance on the public 
means of grace on the week days. Their 
want of spirituality of mind, great poverty, 
and old habits, operate to the injury of their 
spiritual interests, inasmuch as they are hin- 
dered from the above causes from feeding 
daily on the milk of the word, whereby they 
might be nourished and strengthened to serve 
and glorify the Lord. Most of the members, 
however, I am happy to add, maintain family 
worship every evening. In all the churches 
the number out of communion is not more 
than seven or eight. 
their repenting of their sins. One of the 
churches, I am happy to state, has had a 
large increase. Three sabbaths ago I ad- 
ministered the ordinance of baptism to twelve 
converts, Three of them are the children of 
the members of the church who were con- 
verted some years ago. One was a Muham- 
madan who forsook his old faith about three 
years ago. Another is a young lad of about 
eleven, who was some time ago in the Intally 
institution. It is delightful to find piety in 
such tender plants. Another of his school- 
fellows has also been baptized, who is about 
two years older than himself. The rest I 
need not particularize, but it may suffice to 
say that they have all been living amongst 
Christians (not less than about a year, and 
several for nearly two and three years), and 
have received sufficient instruction, both in a 
public and in a private way, from myself and 
the pastor of the church. Last July, when I 
spent a month with them, they appeared as 
candidates. Since then, to the period of my 
late visit, three months had elapsed, and 
during this period I was glad to learn that all 
the candidates had been walking in the fear 
of God. Ihave no cause to doubt the sin- 
cerity of these believers in Christ. I pray 
that they may daily grow in grace and in the 


knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus~ 


Christ. . 

I am sorry to state that John, a native 
preacher, while proceeding in a small boat 
with three native Christians to preach the 
gospel in a large melé, which is annually 
visited by some of us, was attacked by dacoits 
who beat one of our poor Christian friends 
rather severely, and plundered them of all 
their money, including the five rupees I ad- 


vanced them for expenses, clothes, and pro-_ 


visions. They returned to me in a destitute 
state. I immediately informed the magistrate 


of the accident, and at the same time desired 


the brethren to proceed to the darogah and 
represent the case to him, The joint-magis- 
trate happening to be then at Khuln, he very 
kindly took their depositions himself, and 
promptly depatched the thanah jemadar to 
endeavour to trace and seize the offenders. 


I have every hope of - 
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PATNA. 


Mr. Beddy gives the following account of scenes which have recently come 


before him, and of his itinerant exertions. 


Left home on Tuesday Morning, the 13th 
of February, in order to attend the mela Shri 
Jattri, at Beahtah, about eighteen miles south- 
west of Patna, having with me four native 
believers, and a supply of tracts, gospels, &c. 
Our first day’s encampment was in the vicinity 
of a large and populous village called Munir, 
which must have been of importance some 
years ago, as in its suburbs there are some 
remaining marks of former grandeur, such as 
costly Muhammadan sepulchres, a splendid and 
extensive tank, now much fallen to decay, 
cased with large stones, and a very superb 
mausoleum, which, notwithstanding its de- 
cayed state, bears evident tokens of having 
been erected at an immense expense and 
labour. Many inscriptions are cut in the 
framework of the different entrances in Per- 
sian characters. No stones being to be ob- 
tained within the distance of several miles, 
the cost in bringing them either from Chunar 
or the Rotas Hills must have been consider- 
able. Yet a few more years, and what now 
remains will be sought in vain. Many 
mosques and Hindu temples continue to be 
erected in different places ; but of a very dif- 
ferent description, and of very different ma- 
terials, to those formerly erected—a proof of 
the poverty of the people, or of their supine- 
ness in religious matters. Little indeed of an 
enduring character is to be found about these 
new erections now. 

In the afternoon I went to the village with 
two of our brethren; but there being no 
regular bazar, we were not able to obtain a 
great many visitors as hearers. Yet there 
were some to whom the glad tidings to sinners 
were communicated, but alas! there did not 
appear much of those feelings that appreciate 
the glad sound. 

On the following morning, the 14th, we ar- 
rived at Beahtah about ten o’clock, and having 
selected a desirable spot, sat down to awuit 
the arrival of our tent. Close to the spot we 
had selected for erecting our domicile was a 
beautiful well, I mean with regard to water ; 
I never drank better. While sitting and 
viewing two females drawing water, I thought 
of Abraham’s servant and his journey in 
search of a wife for his master’s son; but I 
looked in vain for any resemblance either in 
appearance or conduct to Rebecca. There 
were two women in filthy garments drawing 
water; wanting to test the extent of their 
hospitality, I asked one of them if she would 


give me a drink of water, to which she gave 
the freezing monosyllable, No! Knowing 
their prejudices, I then said, well! may I 
help myself out of the vessel (a common 
earthen one of the value of the tenth part of 
a pice)? To this she also replied, No! 
However, I told her I would pay her for the 
vessel. When getting payment, she demurred, 
but subsequently took one pice. 

When within about a mile or two of Beah- 
tah, we were joined by two or three natives, 
with whom we entered into conversation, 
stating the object of our coming to the mela, 
and then declared unto them the whole plan 
of salvation, bringing forward proofs in sup- 
port of what we advanced, and showing also 
the inutility, and absurdity, and sinfulness of 
idolatry, and the assembling of the people 
from year to year to worship a stone. 

As I had intentionally come before the 
time of the people’s assembling, I took the 
opportunity-of-visiting a large market held on 
the 15th, at this village. We had a pleasing 
opportunity of delivermg our message. After- 
wards I walked through the village, or rather 
town, for it is very extensive, and if I may 
judge from the excitement I caused, no Eu- 
ropean was ever there before; indeed some 
of the people said so, and I do not doubt the 
truth of the assertion. The whole of Thurs- 
day afternoon and Friday were spent at the 
mela, and our opportunity for speaking and 
giving away tracts and gospels, was as pleas- 
ing and extensive as could be desired. I 
fancy we must have given away nearly 5000 
tracts and single gospels, with some copies of 
the Psalms and gospels in Sanskrit. 


Progress of the Orphan Refuge. 


We have had an addition of one destitute 
girl since I last wrote, though our expected 
increase of five or six orphans (emancipated 
slaves) has not yet been received. 7 

The girls that have attained some: pro= 
ficiency in needle-work are occasionally em- 


ployed in plain work seat by some ladies to 


eee 


the Refuge, and although it is but a small ~~ 


sum, yet it is very gratifying to see them thus 
contributing to their own support, young as 
they are, and as the institution is, You 
would, I have no doubt, feel much pleased at 
hearing some of them read, and at hearing 
two or three of them pray / especially when 
knowing that it was the effort of the heart and 
not of the tongue only, as their conduct proves. 
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CEYLON. 


The state of our affairs in this island is sketched by Mr. Daniel, in a letter dated 
Colombo, May 18th, of which the following is an extract :— 


As T have obtained no intelligence of the em- 
barkation of Mr. and-Mrs. Davies, I suppose 
the event had not taken place when the last 
overland left you. It seems very desirable 
they should be here as quickly as possible, 
since brother Dawson’s various occupations 
render missionary aid peculiarly desirable in 
that part of the world. This is likely in a 
short time to be still more necessary on two 
specific and trying accounts. The one is the 
failing state of the health of sister Birt. Mr. 
Dawson thus writes me: ‘ Mrs. Birt is very 
unwell. She continues up, acd attends to 
the school, but her health has been declining 
for several months. She intends embracing 
Mrs. Elliott’s invitation, and spending the 
vacation at her house. And in consequence 
of her ill health, the school will close earlier 
than otherwise for a month’s recess. Mrs. 
Birt will go down to Colombo about the be- 
ginning of the next month. I hope she will 
derive benefit from Dr. Elliott’s skill ; if not, 
I fear she must return to England.” If Mrs. 
Davies should be here by the end of June, she 
can for a season take her place, and afford her 
a longer recreation. The other circumstance 
is, that it is very probable that the member of 
our church who supplies the Portuguese con- 
gregation at Kandy, will be removed to Co- 
lombo. It will then be necessary that either 
Mr. Dawson or Mr. Davies learn that language, 
to. minister to the necessities of that part of 
the flock, I believe Mr. Dawson has already 
that acquaintance with it that he would soon, 
by giving up a large portion of time to it, 
which Mr. Davies’s arrival will enable him to 
do, be able to-preach in it. 


Since I have entered on the work of the 
academy, my labours are much more monoto- 
nous than formerly, as I am with my students 
about six hours in the day. I am generally 
obliged to limit my direct missionary exertions 
to Colombo, and the villages contiguous to it, 
after academical business has closed. But as 
they all preach on Wednesday afternoons, as 
well as Lord’s days, we have by their exer- 
tions, as well as my own, rather more-mis- 
sionary work done around us than before these 
labours commenced; while a body of, I hope, 
useful men are training up to spread the 


knowledge of Christ in every part of the land. 
I have reason to be satisfied with most of 
them, but it requires great patience and per- 
severance to manage them. Not that I have 
to complain of any thing like insubordination, 
but there is a want of vigour the native 
character displays, to wrestle with. 


I am obliged to send now some of the 


ordained missionaries around me to visit the 
stations I used to inspect myself, and to seize 
vacation seasons for itinerances. At Christ- 
mas I specified I visited Kattar Kandy and 
Ruaswella, in each of which places a new 
missionary station is forming. At Easter I 
went to our Hanwella and Weilgama stations, 
proceeding at the same time to Dadigama, 
Dalinatoogewa, and Hewagama. I lately 
went to the opening of a native place of wor- 
ship at Gonawella, connected with the Kotti- 
gahawatta station, built by the people them- 
selves. Our Tamil mission in Colombo is 
now got under weigh, and has been two 
months in operation. I shall send you the 
journals of the missionary as I have oppor- 
tunity. He has laborious services to perform, 
and meets with many difficulties; but I hope 
fruit will at length appear. Mr. Spaulding, 
an American missionary, who strongly re- 
commended the labourer to me as the very 
best fitted for the work that he knew, will 
probably call on you by the time you receive 
this. Give my very Christian regards to him, 
You will be pleased to be informed that the 
plantation mission near Kandy, among the 
Tamils, is bringing fruit to the glory of God. 
Five persons are coming before the church in 


Kandy this evening, who promise to be the_ 


first-fruits of an abundant harvest. Brother 
Meldor, of Byamwella, writes me that he has 
lately baptized five Singhalese, and united 
them to the church in the distant part of his 
station. At Kottigahawatta brother Nader is 
lal ouring much, with great opposition. The 
Buddhists have issued a tract against Chris- 
tianity, to which he has prepared a reply. 
Brother McCarthy has been challenged to a 
dispute by a popish priest here, which will 
lead to a discussion that, like the one in Co- 
lombo some years 
tive of spirituak good. 


0, will I trust be produces 
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AFRICA. 


———— 


FERNANDO PO. 


The native Christians at Clarence, to whom Mr. Sturgeon has ministered from 
the time of his arrival on the island, having, with the concurrence of the other 
missionaries, invited him to become their pastor, his acceptance of that office was 


solemnly recognized on the last Lord’s day in March. 


Messrs. Clarke, Saker, 


Merrick, and Dr. Prince conducted the service ; and during the four hours that it 
occupied, deep interest pervaded the assembly. Dr. Prince, in giving an account 
of it, says, “ The prayer and fasting which had preceded the observance, had been 


graciously accepted in heaven, and faith, 


He adds, 


To speak my own opinion, and I believe it 
harmonizes with those held by my brethren, 
the church and people have been much im. 
proved since Clarke and I took leave of them 
in 1842, 

It is very gratifying to witness the self- 
denying labours of brother Sturgeon ; though 
often indisposed in body he does not at all 
confer with his flesh, nor spare himself on 
behalf of those he affectionately tends; and 
they evince a strong attachment to him. 

Brother Merrick is to journey to Bimbia 
to-morrow, and will pass two to four weeks 
there. He will explore part of the high lands, 
and besides giving instruction in letters, and 
commending the grace of God to the sinful 
inhabitants on the heights and in the plains, 
he will busy himself to collate the dialects 
with those spoken at Camaroons, where he 
was very diligently employed in acquainting 
himself with the Diwalla language, and fur- 
nished himself with a copious vocabulary. 
Since then he has so improved upon and 
systematized his acquirements, that he has 
purposed putting the printing- press into opera- 
tion. 

Wednesday, April 10th. You will be happy 
to receive a first specimen of brother Mer- 
rick’s perseverance with his press. I enclose 
you one struck off this morning. He is now 
under weigh for Bimbia. His returns are 
like those of the foraging bee, he comes laden 
with spoil. 

The Jamaica friends have all sickened, one 
only (I think) excepted. The sicknesses are 
commonly of a mild, tractable nature—nothing 
so alarming as those of the West Indies. One 
of the new comers, Mr. Bundy, was a dis- 
penser five years to a Kingston doctor, and 
will therefore be a valuable man at one of the 
projected continental stations. Brother Clarke 
distributes with a liberal hand the garments 
to the Bo-eh-bas, and makes a good calcula- 
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hope, and peace were multiplied to us.” 


tion that some will be disposed to continue to 
wear them when kept in countenance by 
numbers. Some play him tricks, and come 
for a second suit, having disposed of the first 
to a settler. Many of the garments were 
destroyed by the ants, which abound here, 
and will devour so much of a trunk full in 
one night as to render what they leave of no 
use. Brother Clarke is busy preparing an 
improved vocabulary of their language for the 
press. Two or more of the villages nearest 
to us are visited every sabbath, and it is evi- 
dent the people are regarding us with in- 
creasing confidence and good will. 

It was a good thing that brother Clarke 
brought some ready framed houses from 
Jamaica: it is a work of two or three years 
to get a commodious one wholly prepared and 
erected here, that is if it is to be situated in 
the mountains. Would not iron houses 
answer? The question is answered by 
Eyamba, at Calabar, who has a large one; 
but it ought to be double plated, in order to 
be cool. If there be any invention for split- 
ting shingles, such a machine would be of 
incalculable service here, for the bamboo leaf 
is a most worthless covering, and because so 
very perishable and insecure, it subjects one 
to that inconvenience which attends a demand — 
for manual labourers. a 

I had no idea our Jamaica friends would 
suffer so speedily and generally from the 
climate. Fuller has married an old friend, — 
that the “Chilmark” brought; and two 
jother individuals will marry as soon as the 
doctor gives them a bill of health. 

Can we not have more frequent communi- 
cations, or even newspapers, from England ? 
We may say that as yet we have heard but 
once since the ‘‘ Marys’”’ sailed in June last. 

The readiest way is for friends to pay the 
eight pence chargeable upon ship letters 
directed to foreign stations, and then to com; 
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mit them to the London General Post Office. 
It seems that information is sent thither from 
the trading ports of ships about to sail to 
Africa. No way could, I suppose, be devised 
for our communications being delivered in 
England exempt from ship letter duty. 


Mrs. Prince and I have suffered as little as 
any of our missionary company. We are 
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only now convalescent from a febrile attack, 
but so slight a one is followed by a dispropor- 
tionate debility and dyspepsia, that a day or 
two’s fever has always heavy consequences, 
Our afflicted child suffers very much in 
this climate. If providence presented a con- 
veyance I should probably be called to the 
self-denial of parting with her, and with Mrs. 
Prince, as her guardian. 


The following, dated Clarence, April 10th, is from Mr. Clarke :— 


Mr. Merrick and brother Duckett have 
sailed for Bimbia and its mountain tribes. 
The sloop which bears them is still in sight, 
and lies becalmed off Point William. She 
left this morning about seven o’clock. It is 
now five o’clock, pr. m., and very little pro- 
gress has been made, Brother Merrick was 
up late last night, in order to print a few 
lesson sheets for the Diwallas. These he has 
taken, and hopes to use them ere he returns. 
I send one as a specimen. This is indeed 
one reason why, tired and weak as I am, I 
write. The printing is not clear from the 


evil a little, but it is dificult to do it without 
the level. I believe Mr. Merrick has par- 
ticularly written respecting one. 

Our friends are all, I hope, recovering. 
Miss Cooper alone is in a dangerous state. 
The day school goes on exceedingly well, and 
the female school is very encouraging. Cloth- 
ing is in demand daily: with my own hands 
I must have put clothmg upon the bcdies of 
400 persons. Many cut off their ornaments 
of clay before us ; and most are clean in their 
bodies before they ask for clothing. Clothing 
is breaking down a great barrier, and making 


want of a spirit level. It was ordered, but 


us universally known over the island as the 
has not come. We hope to remedy the great 


friends of the inhabitants. 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 
CALABAR. 


A member of the committee has recently received a letter from Mr. Tinson 


containing the following passages :— 


Of my late affliction you have heard, and 
of its merciful termination. I am now in 
excellent health, for me; I have not been 
better for years: and though my labours are 
heavy, they are such as I like, and it is-no 


small matter to be engaged in employment | 


that is agreeable to one’s feelings. What 
continued cause for gratitude should we have, 
were we sufficiently mindful of God’s benefits. 
I know not how to thank him enough for his 
manifold mercies to me. It is true I have 
had personal and relative afflictions during 
my twenty-two years of missionary life. I 
have given up children who have, I hope, 


Must take them, as some of the flattering re- 


gone to heaven before us; and I have not a 
been without those anxieties and cares atten- | 
dant on missionary toil; but strength has 
been afforded equal to the day, and He who } 
sent the trials stayed his rough wind in the — 
day of the east wmd. Could I go back and 
number all the cloudy days, and compare 
them with the sunny, how few would the 
former appear ! ints 
It is likely that you hear sad accounts of 
Jamaica now. Should such be the case, you 


preaetiatione ought to have been taken, with 
mitations and caution, Certainly the pre- 
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sent aspect of affairs is not the most cheering, 
but the blame must not be attributed to the 
peoples’ unwillingness to work, as some fool- 
Ishly assert. The people are not without 
their faults—and who would be so weak as 
to expect them to be faultless—but as a whole, 
I say without fear of contradiction, that they 
are exceedingly well behaved and industrious 
people. As for emigration, it is perfectly 
useless, as far as the planters or the cultiva- 
tion of the soil is concerned, while it inflicts a 
heavy expense on the country. The people 
are willing to work, but many hundreds, if 
not thousands, can get no employment, though 
they ask but 1s. 6d. a day; and very many 
are now working for one shilling. There is 
still a great deal of bad management, where 
estates are entrusted to men who take little or 
no interest in their welfare, and continue to 
sigh for their former power, which can never 
return. 

The great cause, however, of Jamaica’s 
present depression, is the long and severe 
drought we have suffered, almost, if not en- 
tirely without precedent in the history of the 
country. Our missionaries are feeling keenly 
the pecuniary difficulties of the people, embar- 
rassed as many of them are with chapel and 
other debts. Many of the schools I fear will 
be given up, or continued with incompetent 
masters, for want of funds. 

Very much has been said about the wil- 
lingness and ability of the people to raise 
money, some of which, perhaps, might as 
well never have been said, as false impres- 
sions have been made, from which anticipa- 
tions have arisen, that are not likely to be 
realized. Yet there has been much to admire 
and praise in the people of Jamaica. They 
have given nobly, and I believe that very 
many of them would still give willingly if 
they were able. Some, no doubt, are be- 
ginning to feel an increased attachment to 
money, as a means of gratifying their artificial 
wants—wants which they have been taught to 


cherish as a stimulation to industry. Should 


their proficiency be greater than their teachers 
desire, we need not be greatly surprised ; it is 
difficult to pursue a good in this world with- 
out some admixture of evil. Many thousands, 
since freedom, have purchased small lots of 
land, most of whom have either built houses, 
or are now building them; and this has in- 
volved great numbers in pecuniary embarrass- 
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ment. No question but they anticipated an 
abundance of labour, the result of which 
would be means sufficient to accomplish their 
purposes. In this they have been disap- 
pointed. Many have now to work for four 
or five shillings a week, and where they have 
no house or ground of their own, they have 
to pay two shillings a week for rent; and if 
their provision grounds be in the low lands, 
during the dry weather they yield nothing. 
In such cases there can be little money for 
religious or benevolent objects. In the year 
1841-2, when our missionaries declared their 
independence, the churches did more than 
they had previously done; and I suppose the 
brethren anticipated a similar continuation of 
supply. In this, however, they have been 
grievously disapointed ; and what some of 
them will do I know not. 


You will like to know something about the 
Tnstitution at this place, I am happy to say 
that hitherto we have cause to be very thank- 
ful. Every thing has gone on well. The con- 
duct of all the students has been very consis- 
tent, and given me great satisfaction. They 
had every thing to learn, and this has ren. 
dered my labours heavy, both from the ele- 
mentary nature of the instruetion I have to 
give and the frequency with which it is 
necessary to impart it. I usually have the 
whole of them four times a day, so that it 
keeps me pretty closely confined. Three of 
them have commenced Latin, and bid fair to 
get on. I have a young Englishman, our 
schoolmaster at Rio Bueno, who comes once 
a week to teach some of the students arith- 
metic, as a remuneration for which I am 
teaching him to read his Greek Testament. 
Then IJ have another pupil, 4 young lad of 
colour, an inquirer in the congregation, who 
comes several times a week for Latin; so that 
with these things, helping my daughter a little 
with Hebrew, cultivating a garden, and work- 
ing a little as a mechanic, I have no time for 
complaint, if I had any thing to complain of, 
but [ really have not. I have not been in 
better health for years. We are all well and 
as happy as we ought to be in this world. 
All that I want is to feel more entire devotion 
to God, and if I might have a wish, it would 


be to live to see some able men go hence to 
Africa and elsewhere, as ambassadors of 
Christ, 


~_ — 
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BAHAMAS. 


Our brethren in these islands are in deep affliction. During the last two or 
three years the hostility of some of the official persons of the colony towards them 
has manifested itself in various ways, and subjected them to many annoyances ; 
but recently, proceedings have been adopted which must be ascribed either to 
extreme ignorance of the law, or to a persuasion that the poor people in these 
secluded isles have no friends in Britain to vindicate their rights. 

We have had a station in the island of Exuma about ten years; and a chapel 
was erected there in which our missionaries have preached, and great good has 
been done. This small island is about 180 miles distant from Nassau, the seat of 
government ; and its twelve hundred inhabitants have not been accustomed to 
receive any other instruction than that given them by our agents. About four 
months ago, however, a clergyman, sent by “ The Bahama Church Aid Society,” 
landed, and became a resident in the house of the stipendiary magistrate. He 
has determined to obtain possession of the place of worship; and finding on the 
first Lord’s day in May, that the native teacher appointed by our missionaries to 
occupy it, and the assembled congregation, were determined to carry on service 
as usual, he availed himself of the aid of constables brought for the purpose, and 
committed the coloured preacher to custody. He was, however, released, and 
the following morning embarked for Nassau ; but, in the eourse of the week, 
several of the congregation were brought before the magistrate. They were 
accused of assembling unlawfully to disturb the peace, assaulting the constables, 
and rescuing themselves from custody! Several men of good character were 
sentenced to hard labour at rock-cutting, for two months, and one received, as a 
preparation for this, thirty-nine lashes. Three females were heavily fined ; one, 
a poor widow, was sent to prison. 


The same spirit is manifested by functionaries at Nassau. We refrain, how-. 


ever, from_publishing at present,"occurrences which have taken place there, and 
many aggravating circumstances connected with the proceedings in Exuma. A 
narrative has been laid before the Secretary of the Colonial Office ; and an inves- 
tigation will doubtless be instituted. The outrages committed have been so gross, 
and so manifestly illegal, that we cannot imagine that any British statesman will 
think it right to pass them over in silence. . 


™ 


HONDURAS. . 
Mr. Henderson writes thus from Belize, May 9th :— 


T trust you have received my letter sent by however,? do nothing relative to acti A 
last. packet, wherein. I endeavoured to show | the press until I feat from you. Shoul ns 
how necessary a@ printing press would be to k 


0 ; | work which I stated was to be done, be such 
carry out our translation operations. I shall, | as to justify, you in_sending out a printer, I 
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can only repeat that he will have a neat 
house to dwell in, and a hearty welcome 
awaiting him, 

Since the date of my last, I have made a 
journey to Crooked Tree, where Juhn War- 
ner has lately been stationed ; some particu- 
lars relative to the place, and our prospects 
of usefulness, I now proceed to give you. 

Crooked Tree is the name of an island in 
the midst of a lagoon, or lake, called Northern 
Lagoon, between forty and fifty miles from 
Belize, in a north-westerly direction. In 
this lagoon a creek takes its rise, called Black 
Creek, which empties itself into the Belize 
river about twenty-five miles from the sea. 

On the morning of the 29th of April, after 
providing ourselves with hands and provisions 
for five days, we set out in the mission craft, 
a boat made out of the hoilowed trunk of a 
cedar-tree, with awning in the midst to defend 
us from the scorching rays of the sun, our 
progress bein» at the rate of about three miles 
an hour. About the middle of the day we 
rested at the bank of a few Wes'eyan friends, 
and had worship. Slept at Baker’s, which 
we reached time enough to give an opportu- 
nity for a very pleasing meeting of about 
thirty persons. 

Started early on the morning of the 30th. 
Before entering Black Creek mouth we had 
to cross a run of the river called Little Falls, 
where every year considerable damage is sus- 
tained by the overturnin, of crafts as they 
pass, sometimes with loss of life. At the very 
time we were passing, four imen, with two 
dorys, were employed in diving up logwood, 
the fruits of some previous disaster of this 
kind. 

With an eye to the future prosperity of the 
station, I took occasion to examine the state 
of this rapid, and what means were necessary 
to remove the evil; when it appeared hat all 
might be removed, and a safe channel opened, 
at an expense of about £150; but how long 
generations to come are to go on as those 
before them, it is not for me to determine. 
Our pas:age was, by the good hand of our 
God, safe both going up and coming do vn. 

Having entered Black Creek, we found the 
trees to diminish in height, until they entirely 
disappeared, and left us about ten miles from 
its mouth in an open country. This was the 
first time since my arrival I had obtained 
such a view, for from the sea coast to a con- 
siderable distance backwards, this country is 
distressingly low and swampy, only inter- 
spersed with ridges of higher ground, covered 
with pine or mahogany, according to the 

uality of the soil. Grateful as was the sight, 
the pleasure was soon checked by the reflec- 
tion that it was all but lost to man. The 
alligator below, and stork, tiel, and wilk-hawk 
above, had their undisturbed domain. But 
oh, this must not always be; the increasing 
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population will in due time, like the Dutch 
and Chinese, turn its swamps and ridges into 
fruitful fields and open canals, and the glo- 
rious summer’s sun, with which this climate 
is favoured, shall draw forth its abundance 
for the comfort of men and the glory of the 
great Creator. 

To the left our eye caught a view of the 
island of Crooked Tree, with its lake in front; 
that is to say, on the east side, and open to 
the sea breeze. We arrived about five in the 
evening. It is sufficiently plain that-this spot 
was anciently an [ndian settlement; the re- 
mains of the pottery and implements of war 
and husbandry which are continually Leing 
dug up are proofs. One was shown me among 
many others ; it was called an Indian chissel, 
but though small, I am persuaded it had been 
used by these simple people, amongst whom 
the use of iron was unknown, as an axe. It 
is nearly in the shape of the famous American 
tuba. So hard is the stone of which it is 
made, that when applied to a piece of glass, 
it cut it. I have preserved it for you as a 
memorial of the place. ; 

The settlement at this place consists at pre- 
sent of about twenty houses. William Tillett, 
Esq., brother of our friend at Baker’s, resides 
here, with a family of fifteen children, two of 
whom were previously married, and two more 
entered that state on the occasion of my visit. 
I was requested to lay out a plan of a town, 
and give it a name; with the sense of Mr. 
Tillett’s kindness, and the numerous inha- 
bitants of that name, you will not be sur- 
prised when informed that I named the place 
« Tilletton.” 

At Tilletton two of our members already 
have their residence, two more have houses 
in which they occasionally reside, and four 
from Spanish Creek, about ten miles off, 
speak of removing thither. Two families, 
the elder branches~of whom had been se- 
riously impressed under the means of grace 
at Bakers, have lately taken up their residence 
at Tilletton. Things, therefore, carry a pros- 
pect of church order | eing established amongst 
them. = 

That I might know tle progress the chil- 
dren in the school had made during the period 
it had been open, I released brother Warner 


from it for one day, and took charge of it, I~ 


found it encouraging ; all were beginners, 
but some gave promise of ability. The num- 
ber present, about thirty boys and girls. It 
is kept in the meeting-house, This is of such 
materials as the place affords, and with the ex- 
ception of windows and jalousies, was erected 
at the expense of the people. It is capable of 
holding about one hundred persons, and was- 
well filled during my stay. It is not expected 
long to be large enough. The spirit of hear- 
ing is good, and being open to settlers, it is 
expected to increase. 


436 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


NORTH AMERICA. 


CANADA. 


~Mr. Cramp and his family arrived at Montreal in"safety on the 29th of May, 


and received a cordial welcome. It will 


be seen by the following extract from a 


letter written June 12th, that the impressions made by his first view of the scene 


of his future labours were pleasing. 


Mr. Girdwood and Mr, Fyfe left Montreal 
the day after our arrival, to visit the churches 
in the upper province, and attend the annual 
meeting of the Canada Baptist Union, Mr. 
Bosworth is now on his way to join them. I 
cannot, therefore, give you by this mail any 
additional information, I can only say, 
generally, that the intercourse I have already 
had with the members of the committee has 


been very pleasant and satisfactory. They 

are Christian men of the right sort, and per- 

severingly active on behalf of the Society. 
Mr. Bosworth appears to be a very amiable, 


excellent man, and well qualified for his post. 
I have every reason to believe that our co- 
operation will be entirely harmonious. 

The vacation has taken place this year a 
month earlier than usual. In consequence, I 
have scarcely seen the students, as they sepa- 
rated the day after my arrival. Two have 
just finished their studies, and there are two 
candidates for their vacant places. 


I have to supply Mr. Girdwood’s pulpit — 
during his absence. The Register will also 
now come under my management. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS, ~ 


« ,. — - “ 

On Monday, July 8th, the Colchester’ Aux- 
iliary held its thirty-second anniversary meeting, 
when Mr. Brock, of Norwich, and the Secretary 
of the Parent Society addressed the assembly. 
‘Two sermons were preached by Mr. Angus the 


" = day before. The collections were about the 


* 


happy to say that the donations and annual 


“ee site 
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same as those of the preceding year, and we are | 


ary boxes, show a considerable increase. It is _ 
very desirable that some well organized plan 
should be adopted in this county to form aux- 
iliary societies in every district, and to unit 
those that are formed into a county auxi 
_ This would not only considerably augm 
amount of regular subscriptions, but gr 
reduce the expense of collecting t em, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society. 


July 13th, 1844, 
My DEAR Sir, 

You are aware that I have recently travelled, 
on behalf of the Mission, through Shortwood, 
Stroud, and other adjacent parts of Gloucester- 
shire. Will you permit me to publish in the 
Herald a few remarks in relation to that jour- 
ney, and on some other subjects suggested by 
it. First of all, warmest thanks are presented 
to those who entertained the deputation with 
such cheerful and unbounded hospitality, If 
the adornments of grace and the beauties of 
nature have charms for my brethren, they will, 
when invited to visit this district, not only 
accept, but seize the opportunity, Honourable 
mention must next be made of the ready and 
harmonious co-operation of the ministers, both 
in sustaining the public meetings and preaching 
in different places for the society on the sab- 
bath. In the former they avoided the extremes 
of prolixity and silence, and by the latter they 
saved expense, gained, af least, as large col- 
lections as a stranger could have done, and 
promoted their own missionary zeal. Lastly, 
I must not forget the increased liberality ex- 
ercised towards the cause. In nearly every 
place the contributions were increased; in 
Stroud and Kingstanley very considerably, and 
in Shortwood almost doubled. In the last in- 
stance much resulted from the exertions of a 
lady, nameless here, who has so long stirred up 
the zeal of others, and cherished her own, as to 
render perseverance not only easy but inevita- 
ble. It would be invidious to name any where 
all did so well. May God encourage their 
efforts, and, in a better world, reward them. 

The lack of efficient organization for mis- 
sionary purposes is not peculiar to this district. 
In many places it is perceived and deplored. 
The aid of the parent society is requested ; and 
perhaps it would be well if some one were 
appointed to organize and start efficient aux- 
iliary or branch societies. But even this may 
be overrated and misplaced. The most perfect 
machinery will stand still if the motive power is 
deficient or ill applied. On the other hand, 
life is sure to find embodiment and expression, 


Some good friends seem to imagine that organ- 
ization is every thing. What really is wanted 
is, that one or two warm-hearted and energetic 
persons in each congregation, should make the 
mission the great object of their life. Let such 
feel that they have a divine vocation to collect, 
speak, and pray for it, and then neither plans 
nor success will be long wanting. The cause 
needs and deserves this consecration, and in 
prospect of the judgment may not be refused. 

Our arrangement for deputations needs some 
revision. Is it not best for the several auxilia- 
ries to select their own? Thus responsibility 
is divided, labour diminished, confusion and 
complaints are prevented; while local preju- 
dices and predilections are provided for, Are 
not our deputations ordinarily too numerous ? 
The recorded experience of our Liverpool friends 
is not singular, It would in most cases be 
found that one is more efficient than two: 
more than two~can never really be required. 
With a numerous deputation one of two evils 
must ensue. If the ministers of the district 
take an active part, some members of the depu- 
tation are stinted for time, or speak late, or in 
the midst of confusion, or not at all, With 
such uncertainty there is no encouragement to 
prepare for the meeting, nor possibility of doing 
justice to it. If, however, local advocacy is 
silenced, far greater evils are produced, The 
ministers are deprived of the most certain 
stimulus of their missionary zeal, are prevented 
from giving their public pledges of consecration 
to the cause, and insensibly learn to regard it 
as a suspicious foreign mendicant, who must be 
cross-examined or admonished, or even cen- 
sured. Lastly, economy would be promoted if 
neighbouring districts were united to receive 
the continued services of the same deputation. 
A little consultation and concession would 
suffice to accommodate all parties The travel- 
ling expenses would be nearly the same for a 
fortnight as a week. To save expense is at 
once to augment the funds of the society and to 
discharge a most sacred duty toward the church 
and the world. 


Yours most truly, 


J, ALDIS. 


aa 
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LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES. 


cA BETO Ateess ors avis CLARENCE. siciswvnecsadeses Clarke, J...........April 8 and 10. 
Saker, Avsscccsusas April 10. 
Sturgeon, T....... April 10. 
TAMERICA,» .ccaseoMLONTREAY .cc.cscessoseussee Cramp, J. M...... June 12 and 27, 
Thomson, J........ June 25. 
TuscaroRA VILLAGE....Landon, W. H...June —. 
ABIA...cescccsenee CAT CULT. ncavdsweendrens Evans, W. W....May 13. 
Leslie, A........ ...May 14, 
Thomas, J...3..... May 14. 
Wenger, J......04. May 14. 
COLOMBO ...ccecsecreeeeeseess Daniel, E.......... May 18. 
EINTAGEY — crssssscccecencest Peartess: Grscccaees April 19. 
TGANDY aie vesnanuverseseadecen Dawson, C. C....May 3. 
BAHAMAS......008 NASSAU aaviates Sectettewet Capern, H......... June 11 and 12, 
BRITTANY 000014: MORTAIXs., ccsoesssoescesesas Jenkins, J......... June 18. 
QUIMPER: 5.00.d.cssousecveese Jenkins, J......... July 8. 
HONDURAS ......e BELIZE ...0sccccsssssveeee- ..-Henderson, A. ....May 9. 
JAMAICA .,.000...ANNOTTA BAY .......00. ...Henry, R., & anor, May 21, 
Dloyd;W ~c.ct.- <0 May 20. 
BaRRIFFE HAth..........+ ead lee W sccwate --.- May 25. ° 
BETHANY ..... sistance Dutton, H. J.....May 27. 
BETHTEPHIL ...00..00005 .... Pickton, T, B.....May 9. 
Brown’s Town ..... ......Clark, J............ May 17, June 3. 
CALABAR. cccccacon coantsdade LWHS0Ly OD ecccecece .May 29. 
CUARENDONice css sacccaceee Shaw, W., & ors. May 24, 
EAUMOUDE ccoccsesccerevese Kanbby-W te aes June 3. 
Fouuer’s FIELD........ seep ELUINe sy” Wace eetecs May 13. 
Guryey’s Movunt..,....... Woolley, E........ May 20. 
Goy’s Hrt.......... Seaeee Armstrong, C. ...May 18. 
KETTERING...... iveees ....Knibb, W.........April 29, one letter, no date 
(received June 24), June 5. 
LUCEA,,..4:..s0ss000eeee0ee..Erancies, E. J.....May 31. 
Monteco BAY......0......5 Cornford, P. H...May 20, 
Mount Carey........,....,Burchell, T..,....May 6 and 20 (two letters) 
md and 27, June 5. 
Mount Hermow........... Hume, J...........May 17. 
OcHO RIB. ciswestevecse.<. Milardy: Becccseece May 14. 
PORT MARIA ciericsasceieLBYs Dictrcccanass May. 20. 
PROVIDENCE........... Se AY a clone ccs. wire June 3, 
St. Ann’s Bay ............Abbott, T. F.....May 20. 
SLIGOVILLE,....,......+++0..Phillippo, J. M...May 20, 
SpanisH Town .......,.... Dowson, T......... May 24. 
Hewett, E.........June 7. 
Knibb, W.......... May 26. 
SPRINGFIELD ...,,..,,.,...+-Merrick, R,.......May 23. 
Srewart Town..r.......Dexter, B. B.. ..-May 19. 
WALDENSIA......+...0...+0+. Henderson, J. E.May 15. 


TRINIDAD .....,.PORT OF SPAIN............«Cowen, Gigs May 21. 
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BE MEN. 


Some of the supporters of Christian institutions become dispirited from what 
they deem past want of success ; and relax in those persevering efforts which are 
necessaty, not only to maintain our ground, but to achieve greater things. Of 
course we have special reference to Ireland. 

“ Want of success” is a comparative term, unless it be ¢otal, But thousands of 
immortal spirits have already been the reward of evangelical labour in Ireland ; 
not a few of whom were in connexion with the church of Rome. It would be 
difficult to ascertain what amount of this success belongs to each section of the 
church of Christ there. But the Baptist Irish Society has not been less favoured 
of God than any similar institution, while it is unquestionable that, for some time 
past, it has been more successful than at any former period. There is not space 
to suggest more than a few thoughts, which our Christian friends are requested to 
consider patiently and seriously, as men of intelligence, and then to act as men of 
principle ; only preniising, that the want of success (whatever the different esti- 
mate of its degree) is always attributed to the difficulties to be surmounted. 

1. Success is not the rule of duty, but the encouragement to its full and con- 
tinued performance. Were it entirely withheld, the obligation would still remain, 
to go forth sowing the precious seed, in faith and hope, imploring the needful 
blessing in earnest importunity with God. It is distinctly intimated in scripture, 
that patience of many days may be required to witness the result of the ‘ bread 
cast upon the waters.’ : 

2. Success is not doubtful in the degree in which difficulties are presented. In 
both the ancient and the modern instances in which the largest amount has been 
realized, God has taken occasion from their most formidable appearance to glorify 
himself, and to magnify his word. é : 

3. Difficulties are designed to act on the respective qualities of the Christian 
mind as stimulants ; producing the exercise of fortitude, and perseverance, com- 
mensurate with faith in the promises of God, and the convictions arising from an = 
experience of the power of the gospel. Thus the apostle was not discouraged in ~ 
the prospect of preaching in imperial Rome. “If thou faint in the day of adversity 
thy strength is small.” 

4, Continuous effort in the discharge of a divine requirement, when combined 
with suitable motives, is a moral alliance with infinite wisdom and goodness. 
Distrust and despair were shamefully dishonourable, like the spirit of the spies 
who brought up an evil report from the land of Canaan. 

5. Effort itself, in circumstances of difficulty, is a part of mental and moral dis- __ 
cipline that must be advantageous. Every single act of resistance to the tendency — 
towards discouragement must be valuable, and this in proportion to the goodness 
of the cause we seek to promote. The adverse influences surrounding all evange- 
lical effort in Ireland, and especially,,in some respects, that put forth by volunta- —— 
ries, is indeed great ; but we must either meet them as men, or relinquish that 
effort altorether. Let it be considered whether the latter course can be adopted, 
consistently with our allegiance to Christ, who has not yet excepted Ireland from 
the visits of his servants. : 

6, The amount of apparent difficulties is not to be considered alone. There may ~ 
_ be much at work in the interior of a system to be assailed, which, were it known, 
_ would encourage the most vigorous operations, as if the face of a fortification within 
had been ppt crumbling away. There may be events transpiring, or about to 
transpire, to us invisibly connected, that will soon become powe ur auxiliary, 

G 
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The war with China, for instance, led to the introduction of the gospel there. How 
important to be prepared to take advantage of such movements ! 


7, Above all, is it desirable fully to ascertain our duty. 


Happily for India, the 


suggestions of the good men who thought the effort to evangelize her inhabitants 


impracticable, were not regarded. 


of Christ, were opposed to these, and all similar intimations. 
dishonour would the recall of Carey or Moffat have been! — to 
feeble support, or relaxing effort with respect to any Christian mission. 


The promise of the Father, and the commission 


What a calamity and 
Next to this, is the 
While 


continued, let not the voice of discouragement be heard! No one interested in 
Ireland’s welfare will read the last Chronicle without thanking God and taking 


courage. at 
events which affect her condition. 
yet be Christ’s, av emerald in his crown. 


Her friends will watch over their own spirits in connexion with all the 
They will stand fast in the faith that she will 


They will quit themselves like men q 
Cc, ° 


The following extracts, from the letters of some of the readess, will be read with 


satisfaction and pleasure. 


Patrick GuNNING writes, Junel:— | 


At one of my stations recently visited there 
were about eighteen Romanists among the 
congregation. I read several portions of the 
Trish Testament, and spoke to them from 
the tenth chapter of Hebrews, and showed 
them the wickedness of keeping the word of 
God from them. Several of them boldly de- 
clared, that liberty of conscience to study his 
word and to teach it to others was the right 
of all, and that no man was justified in inter- 
fering with it. Such as could read, confessed 
that there was nothing in the Bible to coun- 
tenance such interference. 

At another place, where I went the follow- 
ing day, many left the fields and their work 
to listen to the truth. Some of them invited 
me to their houses, assuring me of a warm 
reception. They said to me, if the priest 
would read to us in our own language, we 
would understand him better than we do now.» 
The man of the house observed, “ I remember 
when priest Sheehee burned the testaments; 
at that time I thought he was doing God’s 
service; but now the case is altered. I have 
one, and I would not suffer either priest or 
bishop to injure it,” 


_ Joun Nasu writes under dates of April 
2 and June 4. The following are ex- 
tracts :— = 

At one of my stations, T , there was.a 
man whom I had taught to read the scrip- 
tures in Irish, The Lord was graciously 
pee to show him the truth; he renounced 

is errors, and, instead of going to mass, he 
spent his time in improving his knowledge of 


scripture, burnt the scapulas he wore, and’ 


‘eft the town carrying his bible with him, his 


employer being afraid the priest would pre- 
vent people sending work, if he kept him any 
longer. 

Passing through N a few days since, I 
went into the house of a man named B. ° 
The woman and many of her children were 
there. She said to me, “I believe it is 
about six years since -you taught my hus- 
band to read the Irish testament, and we 
have suffered many troubles in consequence 
of the priest setting our neighbours against us. 
I have six children here, two more are with 
their father. Four are able to read the Irish 
testament, through the means of a neighbour- 
ing farmer, whom my husband taught to read. 
This farmer, likewise, has given up going to 
the priest.” 


Apam Jounson, under date of June 
14, gives the following encouraging in- 
stances of success :— 


I gave a testament to a man named F..a 
few months ago. I visited him shortly after, 
to give him some instruction in the Irish 
language. I found him and his three sons 


| contending about the consecrated wafer. I 


endeayoured to show them, from the word of 
God, the impossibility of that wafer being 
Christ, quoting those passages which assert 
both the humanity and divinity of our Lord. 
The old man said he would not beliéve such 
an absurd doctrine, and has not gone to mass. 
since. 


will soon become obedient to the faith. : 
I also read and expounded a few chapters 
in the house of a man named F—— to him- 
self and family; showing that there is salva- 
tion for the chief of sinners through the blood 
and righteousness of Jesus Christ. A few. 


> By 


I gave a testament to one of his sons — 4 
some time after, and I have hope that he — 


| 
| 


_ able to your Maker.” 
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days after, the priest came and told him he 
must quit the preaching and give up his 
testament. He refused to submit to the 
priest, because, as he said, he had been di- 
rected to the great High Priest above. The 
priest went off, declarmg he would make him 
an example in the country. I visited this 
man again, and he says he would not give up 
his testament for all the priests and bishops 
in the world. 

I have given two Irish testaments to two 
young men named M‘ T , and taught 
them to read them in their native tongue. 
They told me they have given up going to 
mass, and are searching the scriptures daily 
to see whether these things are so, 


Joun Monacuan writes, under date of 
June 21st :— 


In one of the houses where I read the 
scriptures in S , | met a man who showed 
much opposition, After much discussion on 
various leading points of the popish system, 
he asked with an air of triumph, which was 
the oldest religion? I replied, we had first 
better ascertain what religion meant, and 
asked him for a definition of it. He replied, 
to believe every thing taught by the church. 
I said, we should be sure the church is scrip- 
tural, before we attend to her commands.’ I 
then brought instances from scripture, Noah 
and his family, Lot, Moses, Daniel, and, 
passirg on to the New Testament, showed 
that religion consisted, not in obedience to a 
church, but to God ; not in the performance 
of ceremonies, but in reliance on Jesus; that 
this was the oldest religion, and the true reli- 
gion, and was the religion of all sound pro- 
testants. An aged man said, “ How do we 
spend our lives! I am now in my declining 
years, and never knew the right ground of 
religion before.” My opponent added, “ No, 
nor do I think the best informed of us ever 
did before hear of the right way of a sinner’s 
acceptance with God.” A third person ex- 
claimed, “God help us, we are all ignorant, 
and I am afraid we shall all die in our sins,” 
I endeavoured to set forth the Saviour’s invi- 
tations to penitent sinners. 

_ I am also happy to inform you (Mr. 
Bates), that many who heard you when you 
were here, have expressed an earnest wish 
that you would come again soon. A roman- 
ist who attended, and whom I thought a 
protestant, from his assisting in singing the 
last hymn, after leaving the preaching-room, 
went into a shop, and hearing a respectable 
protestant use profane language, said to him, 


“ Ah, sir, if you had heard the gentlemen. 


that preached there beyond, just now, I think 
you would not make use of any language so 
injurious to your own soul, or so dishonour- 
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Patrick Brennan writes as follows, 
June 20 :— 


Since my last I have travelled through 
large portions of Leitrim, Roscommon, and 
Sligo. I inspected the schools in my dis- 
trict, and found them getting on well. I 
read the word of God in every place where I 
had an opportunity. Several romanists 
attended, and the people are very attentive. 
I went to the house of D. D , and this 
man’s children learned to read the scriptures, 
and commit portions to memory, in one of 
our schools. It pleased the Lord to bring 
the daughter to a knowledge of the truth. 
When the mother had an opportunity of 
hearing it, God was pleased to give her a 
desire to know more, I trust she, too, is 
growing in knowledge and grace. They are 
much persecuted by their ungodly neigh- 
bours. One of her sons, also, was savingly 
converted, and was so much persecuted by 
his own relations that he went to Australia, 
These are some of the fruits of our schools, 

I spent four days, in company with Capt. 
R—, visiting the poor, and reading the 
word in their cabins. We had a meeting 
every day, and spent the remainder in going 
from house to house. 

While writing this, a’ young man named 
M‘G , that had an opportunity of hearing 
me speak to a sick woman in the workhouse, 
came in. He got a testament, and began to 
read it. An old man told the priest; and 
the following Sunday he spoke of him in the 
chapel. He came to me afterwards, and said 
he hoped God had brought this about for his 
good; “for since I began to read, my con- 
science was not easy; I did not. know how to 
act; but now the Lord hath opened a way. 
I shall not go to chapel again.” He promised 
to attend our meetings. I read several chap- 
ters for him, gave him an Irish testament, 
and several suitable tracts. 


Jonn Tatzor mentions the following 
interesting fact, under date of June 1. 

A romanist, named T, B——, highly es- 
teemed, and inclined to read all the authors 
he could get, is much resorted to by neigh- 
bours from all parts. He did his best to 


make them believe the Douay testament I~ 


read to them was false. I gave him the 
testament, and asked him to show it to the 
priest. I do not know whether he has done 
so, nor will he tell me; but it has had such 
effect on the people’s minds, that they gave 
10s. for a Douay bible, and he is continually 
reading it to them. His house is filled with 
hearers. I spent the greater part of last sab- 
bath with them, comparing the two versions, 
and they agree that the difference is, not in 
the Bibles, but in the teachers. You can 
hardly believe how earnest is the spirit of in- 
quiry among the people, 


a“ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Several intimations have been given to the Secretary that the Chronicle is not 
sent, where formerly it was. The Committee are glad to learn that there is a 
growing desire to have it. If our friends will inform the Secretary how it may be 
sent, every month, free of expense, their wishes shall be carefully attended to. 

The correspondence of the past two months, from Ireland, of which a few spe- 
cimens are given above, is of the most encouraging kind. All our agents speak of 
an-intense spirit of inquiry among the people, which is rapidly extending. Several 
readers have offered themselves for employment, highly recommended, and duly 
qualified. It is to be hoped that the Committee will be spared the pain of declin- 
ing these offers, when every thing invites to increased effort, and openings are 
presenting themselves on every hand. All our agents call loudly for increased 
aid. What can the Committee do, unless more funds are placed at their disposal ? 
Brethren, shall this appeal be made in vain ! 


SUBSCRIPTIONS, &c., RECEIVED SINCE OUR LAST. 


£8. a. £8. d 
Mx. Jay, Pimlico...... oO. Mr. Falkner . Go's 0 
Mr. Hewitt, Islington . a= <0 Mr. Burry .. ou. oO 
Prescot Street Auxiliary . 15-06 Mr. Coxeter . ae 
Mrs. Newman, Bow....... , 1-020 Mr. Ballard .. aa | ES 35 
Mr. M‘Laren, Kingsland.... leateraae lt Ose Mire Jacks0n ..csviesiesesees pieeveatasteees 0! WGaee 
My. Black” ccc Wagabeate soe deve ev ev eectettenne caer 1 0 0} Wantage, Collection after Lecture.. ser eo be ee) 
Abingdon— Coate, Collection after Sermon ..... Se es FC) 
Collection after Lectures........cccccesserves 310 0 | Witney, Collection after Lecture .. . ASS 
John Tomkins, Esq. ....... pe oes) My: QRPanC1S -a5.5 sicvacazeussaueenvins occ IOAN, 
Miss Tomkins ......008, Tr’ 0 6 Rev. Mr. Lower a. vesusrasteaet eee, ee 
Mrs, Leader.......... 1 0 0| E. Foster, Esq., Cambridge .... - 010 0 
My. Kent... 010 0 | Pembroke Dock, Collection.:......... o 226 
Mr. Strange . 010 0 | Glasgow, box in Mr Deacon's shop......... 0 8 6 
Mr. Collier..... 010 0 | Wycomb, Messrs. Hearn and Veary. 210 0 
Mr. E. Payne. 010 0 | Legacy, B. Lepard, Esq., late of Birming- 
My. Dickey...., ae LOO ham, by Mr. Green sessecessssvesses Sveensney 50 0 0 
Mr. Badcock ....... ste 102 20% 40 fe ee ee ee oro te oe OO OG 
BY, ELAUTAS: scealageessvaeavusverioe savakentuscoweeds 010 0! Mrs. George, Millbrook, Deyon............. 1 0 0 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by Ropert Stock, Esq., Treasurer, 1, Mad- 
dox-street ; by the Secretary at the-Mission House, Moorgate-street; and by the Rev, S. Davis, 
92, St. John-street-road, Islington; by the following ministers and_gentlemen:—Revs. J. 
Ancus, Mission House, London: C, ANDERSON and W., Innes, Edinburgh; C. HaRDCASTLE 
Waterford; G. N. Watson, Cork; G. Gouxp, 1, Seville Place, Dublin; W. S. Eccuzs, 
Coleraine ; R. Witson, Belfast; by Messrs. J. Hopkins, Cambridge Crescent, Birmingham ; 


J. Sanvers, 104, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury; at the Union Bank, Argyle Place, London ; 


and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


J. Haddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury. AS pear, 
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